YEAR 2, THE DAY OF PENTECOST:
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of
Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. And
the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit
of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel
and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the
LORD. And his delight shall be in the fear of the
LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or
decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he
shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the
meek of the earth; and he shall smite the earth with
the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips
he shall slay the wicked. Righteousness shall be the
oirdle of his waist, and faithfulness the girdle of his
loins. The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the
leopard shall lie down with the kid, and the calf and
the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall
lead them. The cow and the bear shall feed; their
young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat
straw like the ox. The sucking child shall play over the
hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his
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hand on the adder’s den. They shall not hurt or
destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be
full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover
the sea.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles

So the rulers, the scribes, and the elders called Peter
and John and charged them not to speak or teach at all
in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John answered
them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen
to you rather than to God, you must judge; for we
cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.”
And when they had further threatened them, they let
them go, finding no way to punish them, because of
the people; for all men praised God for what had
happened. When they were released they went to their
friends and reported what the chief priests and the
elders had said to them. And when they heard it, they
lifted their voices together to God and said,
“Sovereign Lord, who didst make the heaven and the
earth and the sea and everything in them, who by the
mouth of our father David, thy servant, didst say by
the Holy Spirit, “Why did the Gentiles rage, and the
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peoples imagine vain things? The kings of the earth set
themselves in array, and the rulers were gathered
together, against the Lord and against his Anointed’—
for truly in this city there were gathered together
against thy holy servant Jesus, whom thou didst
anoint, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the
Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to do whatever thy
hand and thy plan had predestined to take place. And
now, Lord, look upon their threats, and grant to thy
servants to speak thy word with all boldness, while
thou stretchest out thy hand to heal, and signs and
wonders are performed through the name of thy holy
servant Jesus.” And when they had prayed, the place in
which they were gathered together was shaken; and
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the
word of God with boldness. Now the company of
those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no
one said that any of the things which he possessed was
his own, but they had everything in common. And
with great power the apostles gave their testimony to
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was
upon them all.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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At Eucharistic Benediction. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to John
But standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother,
and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and
Mary Mag'dalene. When Jesus saw his mother, and the
disciple whom he loved standing near, he said to his
mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” Then he said to
the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that
hour the disciple took her to his own home. After this
Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfil
the scripture), “I thirst.” A bowl full of vinegar stood
there; so they put a sponge full of the vinegar on
hyssop and held it to his mouth. When Jesus had
received the vinegar, he said, “It 1s finished”; and he
bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction.
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