YEAR 2, MAUNDY THURSDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Lamentations of Jeremiah
The elders of the daughter of Zion sit on the ground
in silence; they have cast dust on their heads and put
on sackcloth; the maidens of Jerusalem have bowed
their heads to the ground. My eyes are spent with
weeping; my soul is in tumult; my heart 1s poured out
in grief because of the destruction of the daughter of
my people, because infants and babes faint in the
streets of the city. They cry to their mothers, “Where
is bread and wine?” as they faint like wounded men in
the streets of the city, as their life is poured out on
their mothers’ bosom. What can I say for you, to what
compare you, O daughter of Jerusalem? What can I
liken to you, that I may comfort you, O virgin
daughter of Zion? For vast as the sea is your ruin; who
can restore you? Your prophets have seen for you false
and deceptive visions; they have not exposed your
iniquity to restore your fortunes, but have seen for you
oracles false and misleading. All who pass along the
way clap their hands at you; they hiss and wag their
heads at the daughter of Jerusalem; “Is this the city
which was called the perfection of beauty, the joy of
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all the earth?” All your enemies rail against you; they
hiss, they gnash their teeth, they cry: “We have
destroyed her! Ah, this 1s the day we longed for; now
we have it; we see 1t!” The LORD has done what he
purposed, has carried out his threat; as he ordained
long ago, he has demolished without pity; he has made
the enemy rejoice over you, and exalted the might of
your foes. Cry aloud to the Lord! O daughter of Zion!
Let tears stream down like a torrent day and night!
Gtive yourself no rest, your eyes no respite!

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second Lesson. "T'he Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
And on the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they
sacrificed the passover lamb, his disciples said to Jesus,
“Where will you have us go and prepare for you to eat
the passover?” And he sent two of his disciples, and
said to them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a
jar of water will meet you; follow him, and wherever
he enters, say to the householder, “The Teacher says,
Where is my guest room, where I am to eat the
passover with my disciples?” And he will show you a
large upper room furnished and ready; there prepare
for us.”” And the disciples set out and went to the city,
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and found it as he had told them; and they prepared
the passover. And when it was evening he came with
the twelve. And as they were at table eating, Jesus said,
“Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me, one
who 1s eating with me.” They began to be sorrowful,
and to say to him one after another, “Is it I?”” He said
to them, “It is one of the twelve, one who is dipping
bread into the dish with me. For the Son of man goes
as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom
the Son of man is betrayed! It would have been better
for that man if he had not been born.” And as they
were eating, he took bread, and blessed, and broke it,
and gave it to them, and said, “Take; this 1s my body.”
And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he
gave 1t to them, and they all drank of it. And he said to
them, ““This is my blood of the covenant, which is
poured out for many. Truly, I say to you, I shall not
drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day when
I drink 1t new in the kingdom of God.”

The Reader concludes 'The Word of the Lord.
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