
YEAR 2, EPIPHANY 6, SATURDAY:
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
God said to Jacob, “Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell 
there; and make there an altar to the God who 
appeared to you when you fled from your brother 
Esau.” So Jacob said to his household and to all who 
were with him, “Put away the foreign gods that are 
among you, and purify yourselves, and change your 
garments; then let us arise and go up to Bethel, that I 
may make there an altar to the God who answered me 
in the day of  my distress and has been with me 
wherever I have gone.” So they gave to Jacob all the 
foreign gods that they had, and the rings that were in 
their ears; and Jacob hid them under the oak which 
was near Shechem. And as they journeyed, a terror 
from God fell upon the cities that were round about 
them, so that they did not pursue the sons of  Jacob. 
And Jacob came to Luz (that is, Bethel), which is in 
the land of  Canaan, he and all the people who were 
with him, and there he built an altar, and called the 
place El-bethel, because there God had revealed 
himself  to him when he fled from his brother. And 
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Deb'orah, Rebekah’s nurse, died, and she was buried 
under an oak below Bethel; so the name of  it was 
called Al'lon-bacuth. God appeared to Jacob again, 
when he came from Paddan-aram, and blessed him. 
And God said to him, “Your name is Jacob; no longer 
shall your name be called Jacob, but Israel shall be 
your name.” So his name was called Israel. And God 
said to him, “I am God Almighty: be fruitful and 
multiply; a nation and a company of  nations shall 
come from you, and kings shall spring from you. The 
land which I gave to Abraham and Isaac I will give to 
you, and I will give the land to your descendants after 
you.” Then God went up from him in the place where 
he had spoken with him. And Jacob set up a pillar in 
the place where he had spoken with him, a pillar of  
stone; and he poured out a drink offering on it, and 
poured oil on it. So Jacob called the name of  the place
where God had spoken with him, Bethel. Then they 
journeyed from Bethel; and when they were still some 
distance from Ephrath, Rachel travailed, and she had 
hard labor. And when she was in her hard labor, the 
midwife said to her, “Fear not; for now you will have 
another son.” And as her soul was departing (for she 
died), she called his name Ben-o'ni; but his father 
called his name Benjamin. So Rachel died, and she was
buried on the way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem), and
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Jacob set up a pillar upon her grave; it is the pillar of  
Rachel’s tomb, which is there to this day.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
Now a certain man was ill, Laz'arus of  Bethany, the 
village of  Mary and her sister Martha. It was Mary 
who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his 
feet with her hair, whose brother Laz'arus was ill. So 
the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you 
love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it he said, “This 
illness is not unto death; it is for the glory of  God, so 
that the Son of  God may be glorified by means of  it.” 
Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Laz'arus. 
So when he heard that he was ill, he stayed two days 
longer in the place where he was. Then after this he 
said to the disciples, “Let us go into Judea again.” The 
disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were but now 
seeking to stone you, and are you going there again?” 
Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the 
day? If  any one walks in the day, he does not stumble, 
because he sees the light of  this world. But if  any one 
walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not
in him.” Thus he spoke, and then he said to them, 
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“Our friend Laz'arus has fallen asleep, but I go to 
awake him out of  sleep.” The disciples said to him, 
“Lord, if  he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” Now 
Jesus had spoken of  his death, but they thought that 
he meant taking rest in sleep. Then Jesus told them 
plainly, “Laz'arus is dead; and for your sake I am glad 
that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us
go to him.” Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow
disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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