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The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  the Kings
Solomon stood before the altar of  the LORD in the 
presence of  all the assembly of  Israel, and spread 
forth his hands toward heaven; and said, “O LORD, 
God of  Israel, there is no God like thee, in heaven 
above or on earth beneath, keeping covenant and 
showing steadfast love to thy servants who walk 
before thee with all their heart; “But will God indeed 
dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest 
heaven cannot contain thee; how much less this house 
which I have built! Yet have regard to the prayer of  thy
servant and to his supplication, O LORD my God, 
hearkening to the cry and to the prayer which thy 
servant prays before thee this day; that thy eyes may be
open night and day toward this house, the place of  
which thou hast said, ‘My name shall be there,’ that 
thou mayest hearken to the prayer which thy servant 
offers toward this place. And hearken thou to the 
supplication of  thy servant and of  thy people Israel, 
when they pray toward this place; yea, hear thou in 
heaven thy dwelling place; and when thou hearest, 
forgive.”
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The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
Psalm 84:1-6
At Said Mass the Reader says
Please join me in reading Psalm 84, verses 1 through 6,
found in the red Prayer Book beginning on page 707.
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.)

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of  
hosts! *

  My soul has a desire and longing for the courts 
of  the LORD;

  my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
 
2 The sparrow has found her a house

and the swallow a nest where she may lay her 
young; *

   by the side of  your altars, O LORD of  hosts,
   my King and my God.
 
3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! *
   they will always be praising you.
 
4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! *
   whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way.
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5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find
it a place of  springs, *

  for the early rains have covered it with pools of  
water.

 
6 They will climb from height to height, *

  and the God of  gods will reveal himself  in Zion.

The Reader says
Please stand for the Gospel.

Verse Before the Gospel
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation.
Reader Alleluia.
People Alleluia.
Reader Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; *

  proclaim the good news of  his salvation 
from day to day.

People Alleluia.

The Reader returns to his or her seat.
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The Holy Gospel
The Minister says The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Minister  The Holy Gospel of  our Lord 

Jesus Christ according to Mark.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
When the Pharisees gathered together to Jesus, with 
some of  the scribes, who had come from Jerusalem, 
they saw that some of  his disciples ate with hands 
defiled, that is, unwashed. (For the Pharisees, and all 
the Jews, do not eat unless they wash their hands, 
observing the tradition of  the elders; and when they 
come from the market place, they do not eat unless 
they purify themselves; and there are many other 
traditions which they observe, the washing of  cups 
and pots and vessels of  bronze.) And the Pharisees 
and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not 
live according to the tradition of  the elders, but eat 
with hands defiled?” And he said to them, “Well did 
Isaiah prophesy of  you hypocrites, as it is written, 
‘This people honors me with their lips, but their heart 
is far from me; in vain do they worship me, teaching as
doctrines the precepts of  men.’ You leave the 
commandment of  God, and hold fast the tradition of  
men.” And he said to them, “You have a fine way of  
rejecting the commandment of  God, in order to keep 
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your tradition! For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and
your mother’; and, ‘He who speaks evil of  father or 
mother, let him surely die’; but you say, ‘If  a man tells 
his father or his mother, What you would have gained 
from me is Corban’ (that is, given to God)—then you 
no longer permit him to do anything for his father or 
mother, thus making void the word of  God through 
your tradition which you hand on. And many such 
things you do.”
The Minister says The Gospel of  the Lord.
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