
YEAR 2, EPIPHANY 5, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
Behold, the LORD’s hand is not shortened, that it 
cannot save, or his ear dull, that it cannot hear; but 
your iniquities have made a separation between you 
and your God, and your sins have hid his face from 
you so that he does not hear. For your hands are 
defiled with blood and your fingers with iniquity; your 
lips have spoken lies, your tongue mutters wickedness. 
No one enters suit justly, no one goes to law honestly; 
they rely on empty pleas, they speak lies, they conceive
mischief  and bring forth iniquity. They hatch adders’ 
eggs, they weave the spider’s web; he who eats their 
eggs dies, and from one which is crushed a viper is 
hatched. Their webs will not serve as clothing; men 
will not cover themselves with what they make. Their 
works are works of  iniquity, and deeds of  violence are 
in their hands. Their feet run to evil, and they make 
haste to shed innocent blood; their thoughts are 
thoughts of  iniquity, desolation and destruction are in 
their highways. The way of  peace they know not, and 
there is no justice in their paths; they have made their 
roads crooked, no one who goes in them knows peace.
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Therefore justice is far from us, and righteousness 
does not overtake us; we look for light, and behold, 
darkness, and for brightness, but we walk in gloom. 
We grope for the wall like the blind, we grope like 
those who have no eyes; we stumble at noon as in the 
twilight, among those in full vigor we are like dead 
men. We all growl like bears, we moan and moan like 
doves; we look for justice, but there is none; for 
salvation, but it is far from us. For our transgressions 
are multiplied before thee, and our sins testify against 
us; for our transgressions are with us, and we know 
our iniquities: transgressing, and denying the LORD, 
and turning away from following our God, speaking 
oppression and revolt, conceiving and uttering from 
the heart lying words. Justice is turned back, and 
righteousness stands afar off; for truth has fallen in the
public squares, and uprightness cannot enter. Truth is 
lacking, and he who departs from evil makes himself  a
prey.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews
Obey your leaders and submit to them; for they are 
keeping watch over your souls, as men who will have 
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to give account. Let them do this joyfully, and not 
sadly, for that would be of  no advantage to you. Pray 
for us, for we are sure that we have a clear conscience, 
desiring to act honorably in all things. I urge you the 
more earnestly to do this in order that I may be 
restored to you the sooner. Now may the God of  
peace who brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, the great shepherd of  the sheep, by the blood of
the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good 
that you may do his will, working in you that which is 
pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be
glory for ever and ever. Amen. I appeal to you, 
brethren, bear with my word of  exhortation, for I have
written to you briefly. You should understand that our 
brother Timothy has been released, with whom I shall 
see you if  he comes soon. Greet all your leaders and 
all the saints. Those who come from Italy send you 
greetings. Grace be with all of  you. Amen.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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