
YEAR 2, EPIPHANY 5, MONDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
“Cry aloud, spare not, lift up your voice like a trumpet;
declare to my people their transgression, to the house 
of  Jacob their sins. Yet they seek me daily, and delight 
to know my ways, as if  they were a nation that did 
righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of  
their God; they ask of  me righteous judgments, they 
delight to draw near to God. ‘Why have we fasted, and
thou seest it not? Why have we humbled ourselves, 
and thou takest no knowledge of  it?’ Behold, in the 
day of  your fast you seek your own pleasure, and 
oppress all your workers. Behold, you fast only to 
quarrel and to fight and to hit with wicked fist. Fasting
like yours this day will not make your voice to be heard
on high. Is such the fast that I choose, a day for a man 
to humble himself ? Is it to bow down his head like a 
rush, and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? 
Will you call this a fast, and a day acceptable to the 
LORD? Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the 
bonds of  wickedness, to undo the thongs of  the yoke, 
to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and 
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bring the homeless poor into your house; when you 
see the naked, to cover him, and not to hide yourself  
from your own flesh? Then shall your light break forth
like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up 
speedily; your righteousness shall go before you, the 
glory of  the LORD shall be your rear guard. Then you 
shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry, and 
he will say, Here I am. If  you take away from the midst
of  you the yoke, the pointing of  the finger, and 
speaking wickedness, if  you pour yourself  out for the 
hungry and satisfy the desire of  the afflicted, then 
shall your light rise in the darkness and your gloom be 
as the noonday. And the LORD will guide you 
continually, and satisfy your desire with good things, 
and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a 
watered garden, like a spring of  water, whose waters 
fail not. And your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you 
shall raise up the foundations of  many generations; 
you shall be called the repairer of  the breach, the 
restorer of  streets to dwell in.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews
Let brotherly love continue. Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have 
entertained angels unawares. Remember those who are
in prison, as though in prison with them; and those 
who are ill-treated, since you also are in the body. Let 
marriage be held in honor among all, and let the 
marriage bed be undefiled; for God will judge the 
immoral and adulterous. Keep your life free from love 
of  money, and be content with what you have; for he 
has said, “I will never fail you nor forsake you.” Hence
we can confidently say, “The Lord is my helper, I will 
not be afraid; what can man do to me?” Remember 
your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of  
God; consider the outcome of  their life, and imitate 
their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today
and for ever. Do not be led away by diverse and 
strange teachings; for it is well that the heart be 
strengthened by grace, not by foods, which have not 
benefited their adherents. We have an altar from which
those who serve the tent have no right to eat. For the 
bodies of  those animals whose blood is brought into 
the sanctuary by the high priest as a sacrifice for sin 
are burned outside the camp. So Jesus also suffered 
outside the gate in order to sanctify the people 
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through his own blood. Therefore let us go forth to 
him outside the camp and bear the abuse he endured. 
For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city 
which is to come. Through him then let us continually 
offer up a sacrifice of  praise to God, that is, the fruit 
of  lips that acknowledge his name. Do not neglect to 
do good and to share what you have, for such 
sacrifices are pleasing to God.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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