
YEAR 2, EPIPHANY 4, SUNDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
Then the men set out from the oaks of  Mamre, and 
they looked toward Sodom; and Abraham went with 
them to set them on their way. The LORD said, “Shall I
hide from Abraham what I am about to do, seeing that
Abraham shall become a great and mighty nation, and 
all the nations of  the earth shall bless themselves by 
him? No, for I have chosen him, that he may charge 
his children and his household after him to keep the 
way of  the LORD by doing righteousness and justice; 
so that the LORD may bring to Abraham what he has 
promised him.” Then the LORD said, “Because the 
outcry against Sodom and Gomor'rah is great and 
their sin is very grave, I will go down to see whether 
they have done altogether according to the outcry 
which has come to me; and if  not, I will know.” So the
men turned from there, and went toward Sodom; but 
Abraham still stood before the LORD. Then Abraham 
drew near, and said, “Wilt thou indeed destroy the 
righteous with the wicked? Suppose there are fifty 
righteous within the city; wilt thou then destroy the 
place and not spare it for the fifty righteous who are in
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it? Far be it from thee to do such a thing, to slay the 
righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as
the wicked! Far be that from thee! Shall not the Judge 
of  all the earth do right?” And the LORD said, “If  I 
find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will spare 
the whole place for their sake.” Abraham answered, 
“Behold, I have taken upon myself  to speak to the 
Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. Suppose five of  
the fifty righteous are lacking? Wilt thou destroy the 
whole city for lack of  five?” And he said, “I will not 
destroy it if  I find forty-five there.” Again he spoke to 
him, and said, “Suppose forty are found there.” He 
answered, “For the sake of  forty I will not do it.” 
Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will
speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, 
“I will not do it, if  I find thirty there.” He said, 
“Behold, I have taken upon myself  to speak to the 
Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, 
“For the sake of  twenty I will not destroy it.” Then he 
said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak 
again but this once. Suppose ten are found there.” He 
answered, “For the sake of  ten I will not destroy it.” 
And the LORD went his way, when he had finished 
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speaking to Abraham; and Abraham returned to his 
place.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
And Jesus and his disciples came to Beth-sa'ida. And 
some people brought to him a blind man, and begged 
him to touch him. And he took the blind man by the 
hand, and led him out of  the village; and when he had 
spit on his eyes and laid his hands upon him, he asked 
him, “Do you see anything?” And he looked up and 
said, “I see men; but they look like trees, walking.” 
Then again he laid his hands upon his eyes; and he 
looked intently and was restored, and saw everything 
clearly. And he sent him away to his home, saying, “Do
not even enter the village.” And Jesus went on with his
disciples, to the villages of  Caesare'a Philip'pi; and on 
the way he asked his disciples, “Who do men say that I
am?” And they told him, “John the Baptist; and others
say, Eli'jah; and others one of  the prophets.” And he 
asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter 
answered him, “You are the Christ.” And he charged 
them to tell no one about him.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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