
YEAR 2, EPIPHANY 3, FRIDAY:
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
God said to Abraham, “As for Sar'ai your wife, you 
shall not call her name Sar'ai, but Sarah shall be her 
name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a 
son by her; I will bless her, and she shall be a mother 
of  nations; kings of  peoples shall come from her.” 
Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said 
to himself, “Shall a child be born to a man who is a 
hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years 
old, bear a child?” And Abraham said to God, “O that
Ish'mael might live in thy sight!” God said, “No, but 
Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call 
his name Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him 
as an everlasting covenant for his descendants after 
him. As for Ish'mael, I have heard you; behold, I will 
bless him and make him fruitful and multiply him 
exceedingly; he shall be the father of  twelve princes, 
and I will make him a great nation. But I will establish 
my covenant with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you 
at this season next year.” When he had finished talking
with him, God went up from Abraham. Then 
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Abraham took Ish'mael his son and all the slaves born 
in his house or bought with his money, every male 
among the men of  Abraham’s house, and he 
circumcised the flesh of  their foreskins that very day, 
as God had said to him. Abraham was ninety-nine 
years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of  his 
foreskin. And Ish'mael his son was thirteen years old 
when he was circumcised in the flesh of  his foreskin. 
That very day Abraham and his son Ish'mael were 
circumcised; and all the men of  his house, those born 
in the house and those bought with money from a 
foreigner, were circumcised with him.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
After this Jesus went to the other side of  the Sea of  
Galilee, which is the Sea of  Tiber'i-as. And a multitude
followed him, because they saw the signs which he did 
on those who were diseased. Jesus went up on the 
mountain, and there sat down with his disciples. Now 
the Passover, the feast of  the Jews, was at hand. 
Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a multitude 
was coming to him, Jesus said to Philip, “How are we 
to buy bread, so that these people may eat?” This he 
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said to test him, for he himself  knew what he would 
do. Philip answered him, “Two hundred denarii would 
not buy enough bread for each of  them to get a little.”
One of  his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, 
said to him, “There is a lad here who has five barley 
loaves and two fish; but what are they among so 
many?” Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now 
there was much grass in the place; so the men sat 
down, in number about five thousand. Jesus then took 
the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he 
distributed them to those who were seated; so also the 
fish, as much as they wanted. And when they had 
eaten their fill, he told his disciples, “Gather up the 
fragments left over, that nothing may be lost.” So they 
gathered them up and filled twelve baskets with 
fragments from the five barley loaves, left by those 
who had eaten. When the people saw the sign which 
he had done, they said, “This is indeed the prophet 
who is to come into the world!” Perceiving then that 
they were about to come and take him by force to 
make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain 
by himself.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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