
YEAR 2, EPIPHANY 3, WEDNESDAY:
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
Now Sar'ai, Abram’s wife, bore him no children. She 
had an Egyptian maid whose name was Ha'gar; and 
Sar'ai said to Abram, “Behold now, the LORD has 
prevented me from bearing children; go in to my maid;
it may be that I shall obtain children by her.” And 
Abram hearkened to the voice of  Sar'ai. So, after 
Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of  Canaan, 
Sar'ai, Abram’s wife, took Ha'gar the Egyptian, her 
maid, and gave her to Abram her husband as a wife. 
And he went in to Ha'gar, and she conceived; and 
when she saw that she had conceived, she looked with 
contempt on her mistress. And Sar'ai said to Abram, 
“May the wrong done to me be on you! I gave my 
maid to your embrace, and when she saw that she had 
conceived, she looked on me with contempt. May the 
LORD judge between you and me!” But Abram said to 
Sar'ai, “Behold, your maid is in your power; do to her 
as you please.” Then Sar'ai dealt harshly with her, and 
she fled from her. The angel of  the LORD found her 
by a spring of  water in the wilderness, the spring on 
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way to Shur. And he said, “Ha'gar, maid of  Sar'ai, 
where have you come from and where are you going?”
She said, “I am fleeing from my mistress Sar'ai.” The 
angel of  the LORD said to her, “Return to your 
mistress, and submit to her.” The angel of  the LORD 
also said to her, “I will so greatly multiply your 
descendants that they cannot be numbered for 
multitude.” And the angel of  the LORD said to her, 
“Behold, you are with child, and shall bear a son; you 
shall call his name Ish'mael; because the LORD has 
given heed to your affliction. He shall be a wild ass of  
a man, his hand against every man and every man’s 
hand against him; and he shall dwell over against all 
his kinsmen.” So she called the name of  the LORD 
who spoke to her, “Thou art a God of  seeing”; for she
said, “Have I really seen God and remained alive after 
seeing him?” Therefore the well was called Beer-la'hai-
roi; it lies between Ka'desh and Be'red.
The Reader concludes: The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
Jesus said to the Jews, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the 
Son can do nothing of  his own accord, but only what 
he sees the Father doing; for whatever he does, that 
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the Son does likewise. For the Father loves the Son, 
and shows him all that he himself  is doing; and greater
works than these will he show him, that you may 
marvel. For as the Father raises the dead and gives 
them life, so also the Son gives life to whom he will. 
The Father judges no one, but has given all judgment 
to the Son, that all may honor the Son, even as they 
honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son 
does not honor the Father who sent him. Truly, truly, I
say to you, he who hears my word and believes him 
who sent me, has eternal life; he does not come into 
judgment, but has passed from death to life. Truly, 
truly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, 
when the dead will hear the voice of  the Son of  God, 
and those who hear will live. For as the Father has life 
in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life 
in himself, and has given him authority to execute 
judgment, because he is the Son of  man. Do not 
marvel at this; for the hour is coming when all who are
in the tombs will hear his voice and come forth, those 
who have done good, to the resurrection of  life, and 
those who have done evil, to the resurrection of  
judgment.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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