
YEAR 2, EPIPHANY 3, MONDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
Hear this, O house of  Jacob, who are called by the 
name of  Israel, and who came forth from the loins of  
Judah; who swear by the name of  the LORD, and 
confess the God of  Israel, but not in truth or right. 
For they call themselves after the holy city, and stay 
themselves on the God of  Israel; the LORD of  hosts is
his name. “The former things I declared of  old, they 
went forth from my mouth and I made them known; 
then suddenly I did them and they came to pass. 
Because I know that you are obstinate, and your neck 
is an iron sinew and your forehead brass, I declared 
them to you from of  old, before they came to pass I 
announced them to you, lest you should say, ‘My idol 
did them, my graven image and my molten image 
commanded them.’ You have heard; now see all this; 
and will you not declare it? From this time forth I 
make you hear new things, hidden things which you 
have not known. They are created now, not long ago; 
before today you have never heard of  them, lest you 
should say, ‘Behold, I knew them.’ You have never 
heard, you have never known, from of  old your ear 
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has not been opened. For I knew that you would deal 
very treacherously, and that from birth you were called
a rebel. For my name’s sake I defer my anger, for the 
sake of  my praise I restrain it for you, that I may not 
cut you off. Behold, I have refined you, but not like 
silver; I have tried you in the furnace of  affliction. For 
my own sake, for my own sake, I do it, for how should
my name be profaned? My glory I will not give to 
another.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews
Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have 
such a high priest, one who is seated at the right hand 
of  the throne of  the Majesty in heaven, a minister in 
the sanctuary and the true tent which is set up not by 
man but by the Lord. For every high priest is 
appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices; hence it is 
necessary for this priest also to have something to 
offer. Now if  he were on earth, he would not be a 
priest at all, since there are priests who offer gifts 
according to the law. They serve a copy and shadow of
the heavenly sanctuary; for when Moses was about to 
erect the tent, he was instructed by God, saying, “See 
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that you make everything according to the pattern 
which was shown you on the mountain.” But as it is, 
Christ has obtained a ministry which is as much more 
excellent than the old as the covenant he mediates is 
better, since it is enacted on better promises. For if  
that first covenant had been faultless, there would have
been no occasion for a second. For he finds fault with 
them when he says: “The days will come, says the 
Lord, when I will establish a new covenant with the 
house of  Israel and with the house of  Judah; not like 
the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day 
when I took them by the hand to lead them out of  the
land of  Egypt; for they did not continue in my 
covenant, and so I paid no heed to them, says the 
Lord. This is the covenant that I will make with the 
house of  Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will 
put my laws into their minds, and write them on their 
hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my 
people. And they shall not teach every one his fellow 
or every one his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for 
all shall know me, from the least of  them to the 
greatest. For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, 
and I will remember their sins no more.” In speaking 
of  a new covenant he treats the first as obsolete. And 
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what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to
vanish away.
The Reader concludes: The Word of  the Lord.
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