YEAR 2, EASTER 7, FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Ezekiel

“As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord GOD:
Behold, I judge between sheep and sheep, rams and
he-goats. Is it not enough for you to feed on the good
pasture, that you must tread down with your feet the
rest of your pasture; and to drink of clear water, that
you must foul the rest with your feet? And must my
sheep eat what you have trodden with your feet, and
drink what you have fouled with your feet? Therefore,
thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself
will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep.
Because you push with side and shoulder, and thrust at
all the weak with your horns, till you have scattered
them abroad, I will save my flock, they shall no longer
be a prey; and I will judge between sheep and sheep.
And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant
David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and

be their shepherd. And I, the LORD, will be their God,
and my servant David shall be prince among them; I,
the LORD, have spoken. I will make with them a
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covenant of peace and banish wild beasts from the
land, so that they may dwell securely in the wilderness
and sleep in the woods. And I will make them and the
places round about my hill a blessing; and I will send
down the showers in their season; they shall be
showers of blessing. And the trees of the field shall
yield their fruit, and the earth shall yield its increase,
and they shall be secure in their land; and they shall
know that I am the LORD, when I break the bars of
their yoke, and deliver them from the hand of those
who enslaved them. They shall no more be a prey to
the nations, nor shall the beasts of the land devour
them; they shall dwell securely, and none shall make
them afraid. And I will provide for them prosperous
plantations so that they shall no more be consumed
with hunger in the land, and no longer suffer the
reproach of the nations. And they shall know that I,
the LORD their God, am with them, and that they, the
house of Israel, are my people, says the Lord GOD.
And you are my sheep, the sheep of my pasture, and 1
am your God, says the Lord GOD.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the

Letter of Paul to the Ephesians
Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.
And walk 1n love, as Christ loved us and gave himself
up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. But
fornication and all impurity or covetousness must not
even be named among you, as is fitting among saints.
Let there be no filthiness, nor silly talk, nor levity,
which are not fitting; but instead let there be
thanksgiving. Be sure of this, that no fornicator or
impure man, or one who 1s covetous (that is, an
idolater), has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ
and of God. Let no one deceive you with empty
words, for it is because of these things that the wrath
of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.
Therefore do not associate with them, for once you
were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk
as children of light (for the fruit of light is found 1n all
that is good and right and true), and try to learn what
is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful
works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is a
shame even to speak of the things that they do in
secret; but when anything is exposed by the light it
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becomes visible, for anything that becomes visible is
light. Therefore it 1s said, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise
from the dead, and Christ shall give you light.” Look
carefully then how you walk, not as unwise men but as
wise, making the most of the time, because the days
are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand
what the will of the Lord is. And do not get drunk
with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the
Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the
Lord with all your heart, always and for everything

otving thanks in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to
God the Father.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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