YEAR 2, EASTER 7, FRIDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Jeremiah

“Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I
will sow the house of Israel and the house of Judah
with the seed of man and the seed of beast. And it
shall come to pass that as I have watched over them to
pluck up and break down, to overthrow, destroy, and
bring evil, so I will watch over them to build and to
plant, says the LORD. In those days they shall no
longer say: “The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and
the children’s teeth are set on edge.” But every one
shall die for his own sin; each man who eats sour
grapes, his teeth shall be set on edge. Behold, the days
are coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of
Judah, not like the covenant which I made with their
fathers when I took them by the hand to bring them
out of the land of Egypt, my covenant which they
broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. But
this 1s the covenant which I will make with the house
of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my
law within them, and I will write it upon their hearts;
and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.
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And no longer shall each man teach his neighbor and
each his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,” for they
shall all know me, from the least of them to the
greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity,
and I will remember their sin no more.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called
Matthew sitting at the tax otfice; and he said to him,
“Follow me.” And he rose and followed him. And as
he sat at table in the house, behold, many tax
collectors and sinners came and sat down with Jesus
and his disciples. And when the Pharisees saw this,
they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat
with tax collectors and sinners?” But when he heard it,
he said, ““Those who are well have no need of a
physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn what
this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.” For 1
came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” Then the
disciples of John came to him, saying, “Why do we
and the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast?”
And Jesus said to them, “Can the wedding guests
mourn as long as the bridegroom 1s with them? The
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days will come, when the bridegroom is taken away
from them, and then they will fast. And no one puts a
piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment, for the
patch tears away from the garment, and a worse tear is
made. Neither is new wine put into old wineskins; if it
is, the skins burst, and the wine 1s spilled, and the skins
are destroyed; but new wine is put into fresh
wineskins, and so both are preserved.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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	The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

