YEAR 2, EASTER 7, WEDNESDAY:
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah

In that day the branch of the LORD shall be beautiful
and glorious, and the fruit of the land shall be the
pride and glory of the survivors of Israel. And he who
is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called
holy, every one who has been recorded for life in
Jerusalem, when the Lord shall have washed away the
filth of the daughters of Zion and cleansed the
bloodstains of Jerusalem from its midst by a spirit of
judgment and by a spirit of burning. Then the LORD
will create over the whole site of Mount Zion and
over her assemblies a cloud by day, and smoke and the
shining of a flaming fire by night; for over all the glory
there will be a canopy and a pavilion. It will be for a
shade by day from the heat, and for a refuge and a
shelter from the storm and rain.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
And when Jesus came to the other side, to the country
of the Gadarenes, two demoniacs met him, coming
out of the tombs, so fierce that no one could pass that
way. And behold, they cried out, “What have you to do
with us, O Son of God? Have you come here to
torment us before the time?” Now a herd of many
swine was feeding at some distance from them. And
the demons begged him, “If you cast us out, send us
away into the herd of swine.” And he said to them,
“Go.” So they came out and went into the swine; and
behold, the whole herd rushed down the steep bank
into the sea, and perished in the waters. The herdsmen
fled, and going into the city they told everything, and
what had happened to the demoniacs. And behold, all
the city came out to meet Jesus; and when they saw
him, they begged him to leave their neighborhood.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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