YEAR 2, EASTER 7, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Ezekiel

The word of the LORD came to me: “Behold, the day!
Behold, it comes! Your doom has come, injustice has
blossomed, pride has budded. Violence has grown up
into a rod of wickedness; none of them shall remain,
nor their abundance, nor their wealth; neither shall
there be preeminence among them. The time has
come, the day draws near. Let not the buyer rejoice,
nor the seller mourn, for wrath is upon all their
multitude. For the seller shall not return to what he
has sold, while they live. For wrath is upon all their
multitude; it shall not turn back; and because of his
iniquity, none can maintain his life. They have blown
the trumpet and made all ready; but none goes to
battle, for my wrath 1s upon all their multitude. The
sword is without, pestilence and famine are within; he
that is in the field dies by the sword; and him that 1s in
the city famine and pestilence devour. And if any
survivors escape, they will be on the mountains, like
doves of the valleys, all of them moaning, every one
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over his iniquity. All hands are feeble, and all knees
weak as water. They gird themselves with sackcloth,
and horror covers them; shame is upon all faces, and
baldness on all their heads. They cast their silver into
the streets, and their gold is like an unclean thing; their
silver and gold are not able to deliver them in the day
of the wrath of the LORD; they cannot satisfy their
hunger or fill their stomachs with it. For it was the
stumbling block of their iniquity. Their beautiful
ornament they used for vainglory, and they made their
abominable 1mages and their detestable things of it;
therefore I will make it an unclean thing to them. And
I will give it into the hands of foreigners for a prey,
and to the wicked of the earth for a spoil; and they
shall profane it. I will turn my face from them, that
they may profane my precious place; robbers shall
enter and profane it, and make a desolation. Because
the land is full of bloody crimes and the city is full of
violence, I will bring the worst of the nations to take
possession of their houses; I will put an end to their
proud might, and their holy places shall be profaned.
When anguish comes, they will seek peace, but there
shall be none. Disaster comes upon disaster, rumor
tfollows rumor; they seek a vision from the prophet,
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but the law perishes from the priest, and counsel from
the elders. The king mourns, the prince is wrapped in
despair, and the hands of the people of the land are
palsied by terror. According to their way I will do to
them, and according to their own judgments I will
judge them; and they shall know that I am the LORD.”
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the

Letter of Paul to the Ephesians
For this reason I bow my knees before the Father,
from whom every family in heaven and on earth is
named, that according to the riches of his glory he
may grant you to be strengthened with might through
his Spirit in the inner man, and that Christ may dwell
in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted
and grounded in love, may have power to comprehend
with all the saints what is the breadth and length and
height and depth, and to know the love of Christ
which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled
with all the fulness of God. Now to him who by the
power at work within us is able to do far more
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abundantly than all that we ask or think, to him be
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all
generations, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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