YEAR 2, EASTER 6, SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

ad'amant AD-uh-mant
Tel-a'bib tel-AY-bib
Che'bar KEE-bahr

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Ezekiel

And the voice of one speaking said to me, “Son of
man, go, get you to the house of Israel, and speak with
my words to them. For you are not sent to a people of
foreign speech and a hard language, but to the house
of Israel—not to many peoples of foreign speech and
a hard language, whose words you cannot understand.
Surely, if I sent you to such, they would listen to you.
But the house of Israel will not listen to you; for they
are not willing to listen to me; because all the house of
Israel are of a hard forehead and of a stubborn heart.
Behold, I have made your face hard against their faces,
and your forehead hard against their foreheads. Like
ad'amant harder than flint have I made your forehead;
fear them not, nor be dismayed at their looks, for they
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are a rebellious house.” Moreover he said to me, “Son
of man, all my words that I shall speak to you recetve
in your heart, and hear with your ears. And go, get you
to the exiles, to your people, and say to them, “Thus
says the Lord GOD’; whether they hear or refuse to
hear.” Then the Spirit lifted me up, and as the glory of
the LORD arose from its place, I heard behind me the
sound of a great earthquake; it was the sound of the
wings of the living creatures as they touched one
another, and the sound of the wheels beside them, that
sounded like a great earthquake. The Spirit lifted me
up and took me away, and I went in bitterness in the
heat of my spirit, the hand of the LORD being strong
upon me; and I came to the exiles at Tel-a'bib, who
dwelt by the river Che'bar. And I sat there
overwhelmed among them seven days. And at the end
of seven days, the word of the LORD came to me:
“Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the
house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from my
mouth, you shall give them warning from me.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the

Letter of Paul to the Ephesians
Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in
the flesh, called the uncircumcision by what is called
the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by
hands—remember that you were at that time
separated from Christ, alienated from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the
covenants of promise, having no hope and without
God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who
once were far off have been brought near in the blood
of Christ. For he is our peace, who has made us both
one, and has broken down the dividing wall of
hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the law of
commandments and ordinances, that he might create
in himself one new man in place of the two, so making
peace, and might reconcile us both to God 1n one
body through the cross, thereby bringing the hostility
to an end. And he came and preached peace to you
who were far off and peace to those who were near;
for through him we both have access in one Spirit to
the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and
sojourners, but you are fellow citizens with the saints
and members of the household of God, built upon the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus
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himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole
structure 1s joined together and grows into a holy
temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built into it
for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.

The Reader concludes 'The Word of the Lord.
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