
YEAR 2, EASTER 6, MONDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Leviticus
The LORD said to Moses on Mount Sinai, “And if  
your brother becomes poor, and cannot maintain 
himself  with you, you shall maintain him; as a stranger
and a sojourner he shall live with you. Take no interest
from him or increase, but fear your God; that your 
brother may live beside you. You shall not lend him 
your money at interest, nor give him your food for 
profit. I am the LORD your God, who brought you 
forth out of  the land of  Egypt to give you the land of  
Canaan, and to be your God. And if  your brother 
becomes poor beside you, and sells himself  to you, 
you shall not make him serve as a slave: he shall be 
with you as a hired servant and as a sojourner. He shall
serve with you until the year of  the jubilee; then he 
shall go out from you, he and his children with him, 
and go back to his own family, and return to the 
possession of  his fathers. For they are my servants, 
whom I brought forth out of  the land of  Egypt; they 
shall not be sold as slaves. You shall not rule over him 
with harshness, but shall fear your God. As for your 
male and female slaves whom you may have: you may 
YEAR 2, EASTER 6, MONDAY: MORNING PRAYER

LEVITICUS 25:35–55: MATTHEW 13:1–17*



buy male and female slaves from among the nations 
that are round about you. You may also buy from 
among the strangers who sojourn with you and their 
families that are with you, who have been born in your
land; and they may be your property. You may 
bequeath them to your sons after you, to inherit as a 
possession for ever; you may make slaves of  them, but
over your brethren the people of  Israel you shall not 
rule, one over another, with harshness. If  a stranger or
sojourner with you becomes rich, and your brother 
beside him becomes poor and sells himself  to the 
stranger or sojourner with you, or to a member of  the 
stranger’s family, then after he is sold he may be 
redeemed; one of  his brothers may redeem him, or his
uncle, or his cousin may redeem him, or a near 
kinsman belonging to his family may redeem him; or 
if  he grows rich he may redeem himself. He shall 
reckon with him who bought him from the year when 
he sold himself  to him until the year of  jubilee, and 
the price of  his release shall be according to the 
number of  years; the time he was with his owner shall 
be rated as the time of  a hired servant. If  there are still
many years, according to them he shall refund out of  
the price paid for him the price for his redemption. If  
there remain but a few years until the year of  jubilee, 
he shall make a reckoning with him; according to the 
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years of  service due from him he shall refund the 
money for his redemption. As a servant hired year by 
year shall he be with him; he shall not rule with 
harshness over him in your sight. And if  he is not 
redeemed by these means, then he shall be released in 
the year of  jubilee, he and his children with him. For 
to me the people of  Israel are servants, they are my 
servants whom I brought forth out of  the land of  
Egypt: I am the LORD your God.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
That same day Jesus went out of  the house and sat 
beside the sea. And great crowds gathered about him, 
so that he got into a boat and sat there; and the whole 
crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many 
things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. 
And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and 
the birds came and devoured them. Other seeds fell on
rocky ground, where they had not much soil, and 
immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth 
of  soil, but when the sun rose they were scorched; and
since they had no root they withered away. Other 
seeds fell upon thorns, and the thorns grew up and 
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choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and 
brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 
some thirty. He who has ears, let him hear.” Then the 
disciples came and said to him, “Why do you speak to 
them in parables?” And he answered them, “To you it 
has been given to know the secrets of  the kingdom of  
heaven, but to them it has not been given. For to him 
who has will more be given, and he will have 
abundance; but from him who has not, even what he 
has will be taken away. This is why I speak to them in 
parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing 
they do not hear, nor do they understand. With them 
indeed is fulfilled the prophecy of  Isaiah which says: 
‘You shall indeed hear but never understand, and you 
shall indeed see but never perceive. For this people’s 
heart has grown dull, and their ears are heavy of  
hearing, and their eyes they have closed, lest they 
should perceive with their eyes, and hear with their 
ears, and understand with their heart, and turn for me 
to heal them.’ But blessed are your eyes, for they see, 
and your ears, for they hear. Truly, I say to you, many 
prophets and righteous men longed to see what you 
see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and 
did not hear it.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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