YEAR 2, EASTER 5, SATURDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Leviticus

And the LORD said to Moses, “Say to the people of
Israel, In the seventh month, on the first day of the
month, you shall observe a day of solemn rest, a
memorial proclaimed with blast of trumpets, a holy
convocation. You shall do no laborious work; and you
shall present an offering by fire to the LORD.” And the
LLORD said to Moses, “On the tenth day of this
seventh month is the day of atonement; it shall be for
you a time of holy convocation, and you shall afflict
yourselves and present an offering by fire to the LORD.
And you shall do no work on this same day; for it is a
day of atonement, to make atonement for you before
the LORD your God. For whoever 1s not atflicted on
this same day shall be cut off from his people. And
whoever does any work on this same day, that person 1
will destroy from among his people. You shall do no
work: it is a statute for ever throughout your
generations in all your dwellings. It shall be to you a
sabbath of solemn rest, and you shall afflict
yourselves; on the ninth day of the month beginning
at evening, from evening to evening shall you keep
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your sabbath.” And the LORD said to Moses, “Say to
the people of Israel, On the fifteenth day of this
seventh month and for seven days 1s the feast of
booths to the LORD. On the first day shall be a holy
convocation; you shall do no laborious work. Seven
days you shall present offerings by fire to the LORD;
on the eighth day you shall hold a holy convocation
and present an offering by fire to the LORD; it 1s a
solemn assembly; you shall do no laborious work.
These are the appointed feasts of the LORD, which
you shall proclaim as times of holy convocation, for
presenting to the LORD offerings by fire, burnt
offerings and cereal offerings, sacrifices and drink
otferings, each on its proper day; besides the sabbaths
of the LORD, and besides your gifts, and besides all
your votive offerings, and besides all your freewill
otferings, which you give to the LORD. On the
fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have
gathered in the produce of the land, you shall keep the
feast of the LORD seven days; on the first day shall be
a solemn rest, and on the eighth day shall be a solemn
rest. And you shall take on the first day the fruit of
goodly trees, branches of palm trees, and boughs of
leafy trees, and willows of the brook; and you shall
rejoice before the LORD your God seven days. You
shall keep it as a feast to the LORD seven days in the
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year; it 1s a statute for ever throughout your
generations; you shall keep it in the seventh month.
You shall dwell in booths for seven days; all that are
native in Israel shall dwell in booths, that your
generations may know that I made the people of Israel
dwell in booths when I brought them out of the land
of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.” Thus Moses
declared to the people of Israel the appointed feasts
of the LORD.

The Reader concludes 'The Word of the Lotd.

The Second I esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus said, “Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is
wide and the way is easy, that leads to destruction, and
those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow
and the way is hard, that leads to life, and those who
find it are few. Beware of false prophets, who come to
you 1n sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous
wolves. You will know them by their fruits. Are grapes
gathered from thorns, or figs from thistles? So, every
sound tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears evil
fruit. A sound tree cannot bear evil fruit, nor can a bad
tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear
good fruit 1s cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus
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you will know them by their fruits. Not every one who
says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” shall enter the kingdom of
heaven, but he who does the will of my Father who is
in heaven.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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