YEAR 2, EASTER 5, FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Wisdom of Solomon

To escape from thy hand, O Lord, is impossible; for
the ungodly, refusing to know thee, were scourged by
the strength of thy arm, pursued by unusual rains and
hail and relentless storms, and utterly consumed by
fire. For—most incredible of all—in the water, which
quenches all things, the fire had still greater effect, for
the universe defends the righteous. At one time the
flame was restrained, so that it might not consume the
creatures sent against the ungodly, but that seeing this
they might know that they were being pursued by the
judgment of God; and at another time even in the
midst of water it burned more intensely than fire, to
destroy the crops of the unrighteous land. Instead of
these things thou didst give thy people food of angels,
and without their toil thou didst supply them from
heaven with bread ready to eat, providing every
pleasure and suited to every taste. For thy sustenance
manifested thy sweetness toward thy children; and the
bread, ministering to the desire of the one who took it,
was changed to suit every one’s liking. Snow and ice
withstood fire without melting, so that they might
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know that the crops of their enemies were being
destroyed by the fire that blazed in the hail and flashed
in the showers of rain; whereas the fire, in order that
the righteous might be fed, even forgot its native
power. For the creation, serving thee who hast made
it, exerts itself to punish the unrighteous, and in
kindness relaxes on behalf of those who trust in thee.
Therefore at that time also, changed into all forms, it
served thy all-nourishing bounty, according to the
desire of those who had need, so that thy sons, whom
thou didst love, O Lord, might learn that it 1s not the
production of crops that feeds man, but that thy word
preserves those who trust in thee. For what was not
destroyed by fire was melted when simply warmed by
a fleeting ray of the sun, to make it known that one
must rise before the sun to give thee thanks, and must
pray to thee at the dawning of the light; for the hope
of an ungrateful man will melt like wintry frost, and
flow away like waste water. Great are thy judgments
and hard to desctibe; therefore uninstructed souls
have gone astray.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the

Second Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians
Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ
and our assembling to meet him, we beg you,
brethren, not to be quickly shaken in mind or excited,
either by spirit or by word, or by letter purporting to
be from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has
come. Let no one deceive you in any way; for that day
will not come, unless the rebellion comes first, and the
man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of perdition,
who opposes and exalts himself against every so-called
god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in
the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God.
Do you not remember that when I was still with you I
told you this? And you know what is restraining him
now so that he may be revealed in his time. For the
mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who
now restrains it will do so until he is out of the way.
And then the lawless one will be revealed, and the
Lord Jesus will slay him with the breath of his mouth
and destroy him by his appearing and his coming. The
coming of the lawless one by the activity of Satan will
be with all power and with pretended signs and
wonders, and with all wicked deception for those who
are to perish, because they refused to love the truth
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and so be saved. Therefore God sends upon them a
strong delusion, to make them believe what is false, so
that all may be condemned who did not believe the
truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness. But we are
bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren
beloved by the Lord, because God chose you from the
beginning to be saved, through sanctification by the
Spirit and belief in the truth. To this he called you
through our gospel, so that you may obtain the glory
of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brethren, stand firm
and hold to the traditions which you were taught by
us, either by word of mouth or by letter. Now may our
Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who
loved us and gave us eternal comfort and good hope
through grace, comfort your hearts and establish them
in every good work and word.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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