YEAR 2, EASTER 5, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Wisdom of Solomon

She, Wisdom, protected the first-formed father of the
world, when he alone had been created; she delivered
him from his transgression, and gave him strength to
rule all things. But when an unrighteous man departed
from her in his anger, he perished because in rage he
slew his brother. When the earth was flooded because
of him, wisdom again saved it, steering the righteous
man by a paltry piece of wood. When a righteous man
was sold, wisdom did not desert him, but delivered
him from sin. She descended with him into the
dungeon, and when he was in prison she did not leave
him, until she brought him the scepter of a kingdom
and authority over his masters. Those who accused
him she showed to be false, and she gave him
everlasting honor. A holy people and blameless race
wisdom delivered from a nation of oppressors. She
entered the soul of a servant of the Lord, and
withstood dread kings with wonders and signs. She
gave to holy men the reward of their labors; she
guided them along a marvelous way, and became a
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shelter to them by day, and a starry flame through the
night. She brought them over the Red Sea, and led
them through deep waters; but she drowned their
enemies, and cast them up from the depth of the sea.
Therefore the righteous plundered the ungodly; they
sang hymns, O Lord, to thy holy name, and praised
with one accord thy defending hand, because wisdom
opened the mouth of the dumb, and made the tongues
of babes speak clearly.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second 1.esson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the

First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians
But as to the times and the seasons, brethren, you
have no need to have anything written to you. For you
yourselves know well that the day of the Lord will
come like a thief in the night. When people say,
“T'here 1s peace and security,” then sudden destruction
will come upon them as travail comes upon a woman
with child, and there will be no escape. But you are not
in darkness, brethren, for that day to surprise you like
a thief. For you are all sons of light and sons of the
day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So then let

YEAR 2, EASTER 5, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER
WisboM 10:1—4, 13—-21; 1 THESSALONIANS 5:1-11

THE GREEK TEXT AT WI1sDOM 10:1 BEGINS WITH THE SINGUI.AR FEMININE PRONOUN.



us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and
be sober. For those who sleep sleep at night, and those
who get drunk are drunk at night. But, since we belong
to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate
of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of
salvation. For God has not destined us for wrath, but
to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who
died for us so that whether we wake or sleep we might
live with him. Therefore encourage one another and
build one another up, just as you are doing.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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