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The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Wisdom of Solomon 
“O God of my fathers and Lord of mercy, who hast 
made all things by thy word, thou hast chosen me to 
be king of thy people and to be judge over thy sons 
and daughters. Thou hast given command to build a 
temple on thy holy mountain, and an altar in the city 
of thy habitation, a copy of the holy tent which thou 
didst prepare from the beginning. With thee is 
wisdom, who knows thy works and was present when 
thou didst make the world, and who understands what 
is pleasing in thy sight and what is right according to 
thy commandments. Send her forth from the holy 
heavens, and from the throne of thy glory send her, 
that she may be with me and toil, and that I may learn 
what is pleasing to thee. For she knows and 
understands all things, and she will guide me wisely in 
my actions and guard me with her glory. Then my 
works will be acceptable, and I shall judge thy people 
justly, and shall be worthy of the throne of my father. 
For what man can learn the counsel of God? Or who 
can discern what the Lord wills? For the reasoning of 
mortals is worthless, and our designs are likely to fail, 



YEAR 2, EASTER 5, MONDAY: EVENING PRAYER 
WISDOM 9:1, 7–18; 1 THESSALONIANS 4:13–18 

for a perishable body weighs down the soul, and this 
earthy tent burdens the thoughtful mind. We can 
hardly guess at what is on earth, and what is at hand 
we find with labor; but who has traced out what is in 
the heavens? Who has learned thy counsel, unless thou 
hast given wisdom and sent thy holy Spirit from on 
high? And thus the paths of those on earth were set 
right, and men were taught what pleases thee, and 
were saved by wisdom.” 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the  
 First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians  
But we would not have you ignorant, brethren, 
concerning those who are asleep, that you may not 
grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, 
through Jesus, God will bring with him those who 
have fallen asleep. For this we declare to you by the 
word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left 
until the coming of the Lord, shall not precede those 
who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will 
descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the 
archangel’s call, and with the sound of the trumpet of 
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God. And the dead in Christ will rise first; then we 
who are alive, who are left, shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air; 
and so we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore 
comfort one another with these words. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.  


