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YEAR 2, EASTER 5, SUNDAY: 
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION 
 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Wisdom of Solomon 
For wisdom, the fashioner of all things, taught me. For 
in her there is a spirit that is intelligent, holy, unique, 
manifold, subtle, mobile, clear, unpolluted, distinct, 
invulnerable, loving the good, keen, irresistible, 
beneficent, humane, steadfast, sure, free from anxiety, 
all-powerful, overseeing all, and penetrating through 
all spirits that are intelligent and pure and most subtle. 
For wisdom is more mobile than any motion; because 
of her pureness she pervades and penetrates all things. 
For she is a breath of the power of God, and a pure 
emanation of the glory of the Almighty; therefore 
nothing defiled gains entrance into her. For she is a 
reflection of eternal light, a spotless mirror of the 
working of God, and an image of his goodness. 
Though she is but one, she can do all things, and while 
remaining in herself, she renews all things; in every 
generation she passes into holy souls and makes them 
friends of God, and prophets; for God loves nothing 
so much as the man who lives with wisdom. For she is 
more beautiful than the sun, and excels every 
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constellation of the stars. Compared with the light she 
is found to be superior, for it is succeeded by the 
night, but against wisdom evil does not prevail. She 
reaches mightily from one end of the earth to the 
other, and she orders all things well. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud 
of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin 
which clings so closely, and let us run with 
perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to 
Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for 
the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of 
the throne of God. Consider him who endured from 
sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may 
not grow weary or fainthearted. In your struggle 
against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of 
shedding your blood. And have you forgotten the 
exhortation which addresses you as sons?—“My son, 
do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor 
lose courage when you are punished by him. For the 
Lord disciplines him whom he loves, and chastises 
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every son whom he receives.” It is for discipline that 
you have to endure. God is treating you as sons; for 
what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 
If you are left without discipline, in which all have 
participated, then you are illegitimate children and not 
sons. Besides this, we have had earthly fathers to 
discipline us and we respected them. Shall we not 
much more be subject to the Father of spirits and live? 
For they disciplined us for a short time at their 
pleasure, but he disciplines us for our good, that we 
may share his holiness. For the moment all discipline 
seems painful rather than pleasant; later it yields the 
peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been 
trained by it. Therefore lift your drooping hands and 
strengthen your weak knees, and make straight paths 
for your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out 
of joint but rather be healed. Strive for peace with all 
men, and for the holiness without which no one will 
see the Lord. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
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At Eucharistic Benediction. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Gospel according to John 
When evening came, Jesus’ disciples went down to the 
sea, got into a boat, and started across the sea to 
Caper'na-um. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet 
come to them. The sea rose because a strong wind was 
blowing. When they had rowed about three or four 
miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and drawing 
near to the boat. They were frightened, but he said to 
them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” Then they were glad 
to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat 
was at the land to which they were going. 
 
No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction.  


