YEAR 2, EASTER 4, FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Wisdom of Solomon
Wisdom is radiant and unfading, and she is easily
discerned by those who love her, and is found by
those who seek her. She hastens to make herself
known to those who desire her. He who rises eatly to
seek her will have no difficulty, for he will find her
sitting at his gates. To fix one’s thought on her is
perfect understanding, and he who is vigilant on her
account will soon be free from care, because she goes
about seeking those worthy of her, and she graciously
appears to them in their paths, and meets them in
every thought. The beginning of wisdom 1s the most
sincere desire for instruction, and concern for
instruction is love of her, and love of her is the
keeping of her laws, and giving heed to her laws is
assurance of immortality, and immortality brings one
near to God; so the desire for wisdom leads to a
kingdom. Therefore if you delight in thrones and
scepters, O monarchs over the peoples, honor
wisdom, that you may reign for ever. I will tell you
what wisdom 1s and how she came to be, and I will
hide no secrets from you, but I will trace her course
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from the beginning of creation, and make knowledge
of her clear, and I will not pass by the truth; neither
will I travel in the company of sickly envy, for envy
does not associate with wisdom.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the

First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians
Therefore when we could bear it no longer, we were
willing to be left behind at Athens alone, and we sent
Timothy, our brother and God’s servant in the gospel
of Christ, to establish you in your faith and to exhort
you, that no one be moved by these afflictions. You
yourselves know that this 1s to be our lot. For when
we were with you, we told you beforehand that we
were to suffer affliction; just as it has come to pass,
and as you know. For this reason, when I could bear it
no longer, I sent that I might know your faith, for fear
that somehow the tempter had tempted you and that
our labor would be in vain. But now that Timothy has
come to us from you, and has brought us the good
news of your faith and love and reported that you
always remember us kindly and long to see us, as we
long to see you—tor this reason, brethren, in all our
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distress and affliction we have been comforted about
you through your faith; for now we live, if you stand
fast in the Lord. For what thanksgiving can we render
to God for you, for all the joy which we feel for your
sake before our God, praying earnestly night and day
that we may see you face to face and supply what is
lacking in your faith? Now may our God and Father
himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you;
and may the Lord make you increase and abound in
love to one another and to all men, as we do to you, so
that he may establish your hearts unblamable in
holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of

our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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