YEAR 2, EASTER 4, THURSDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Exodus

The LORD said to Moses, “Cut two tables of stone like
the first; and I will write upon the tables the words
that were on the first tables, which you broke. Be ready
in the morning, and come up in the morning to Mount
Sinai, and present yourself there to me on the top of
the mountain. No man shall come up with you, and let
no man be seen throughout all the mountain; let no
flocks ot herds feed before that mountain.” So Moses
cut two tables of stone like the first; and he rose early
in the morning and went up on Mount Sinat, as the
LLORD had commanded him, and took in his hand two
tables of stone. And the LORD descended in the cloud
and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of
the LORD. The LORD passed before him, and
proclaimed, ““The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful
and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in
steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love
for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and
sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting
the iniquity of the fathers upon the children and the
children’s children, to the third and the fourth
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generation.” And Moses made haste to bow his head
toward the earth, and worshiped. And he said, “If now
I have found favor in thy sight, O Lord, let the Lord, I
pray thee, go in the midst of us, although it is a stitf-
necked people; and pardon our iniquity and our sin,
and take us for thy inheritance.” And he said, “Behold,
I make a covenant. Before all your people I will do
marvels, such as have not been wrought in all the earth
or in any nation; and all the people among whom you
are shall see the work of the LORD; for it 1s a tertible
thing that I will do with you. Observe what I
command you this day. Behold, I will drive out before
you the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the
Per'izzites, the Hivites, and the Jeb'usites. Take heed to
yourself, lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants
of the land whither you go, lest it become a snare in
the midst of you. You shall tear down their altars, and
break their pillars, and cut down their Ashe'rim (for
you shall worship no other god, for the LORD, whose
name is Jealous, is a jealous God), lest you make a
covenant with the inhabitants of the land, and when
they play the harlot after their gods and sacrifice to
their gods and one invites you, you eat of his sacritice,
and you take of their daughters for your sons, and
their daughters play the harlot after their gods and
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make your sons play the harlot after their gods. You
shall make for yourself no molten gods.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second I esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said to the men
of old, “You shall not kill; and whoever kills shall be
liable to judgment.” But I say to you that every one
who is angry with his brother shall be liable to
judgment; whoever insults his brother shall be liable to
the council, and whoever says, “You fooll’ shall be
liable to the hell of fire. So if you are otfering your gift
at the altar, and there remember that your brother has
something against you, leave your gift there before the
altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother, and
then come and offer your gift. Make friends quickly
with your accuser, while you are going with him to
court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge,
and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison;
truly, I say to you, you will never get out till you have
paid the last penny.”

The Reader concludes  'The Word of the Lord.
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