YEAR 2, EASTER 4, TUESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Exodus

Moses said to Aaron, “What did this people do to you
that you have brought a great sin upon them?” And
Aaron said, “Let not the anger of my lord burn hot;
you know the people, that they are set on evil. For they
said to me, ‘Make us gods, who shall go before us; as
for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the
land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of
him.” And I said to them, ‘Let any who have gold take
it off’; so they gave it to me, and I threw 1t into the
fire, and there came out this calf.”” And when Moses
saw that the people had broken loose (for Aaron had
let them break loose, to their shame among their
enemies), then Moses stood in the gate of the camp,
and said, “Who is on the LORD’s side? Come to me.”
And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves together
to him. And he said to them, “Thus says the LORD
God of Israel, ‘Put every man his sword on his side,
and go to and fro from gate to gate throughout the
camp, and slay every man his brother, and every man
his companion, and every man his neighbor.” ” And
the sons of Levi did according to the word of Moses;
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and there fell of the people that day about three
thousand men. And Moses said, ““Today you have
ordained yourselves for the service of the LLORD, each
one at the cost of his son and of his brother, that he
may bestow a blessing upon you this day.”” On the
morrow Moses said to the people, “You have sinned a
great sin. And now I will go up to the LORD; perhaps I
can make atonement for your sin.” So Moses returned
to the LORD and said, “Alas, this people have sinned a
great sin; they have made for themselves gods of gold.
But now, if thou wilt forgive their sin—and if not,
blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast
written.” But the LORD said to Moses, “Whoever has
sinned against me, him will I blot out of my book. But
now go, lead the people to the place of which I have
spoken to you; behold, my angel shall go betfore you.
Nevertheless, in the day when I visit, I will visit their
sin upon them.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second L esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus said, “Blessed are you when men revile you and
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you
falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your
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reward 1s great in heaven, for so men persecuted the
prophets who were before you. You are the salt of the
earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltness
be restored? It is no longer good for anything except
to be thrown out and trodden under foot by men. You
are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be
hid. Nor do men light a lamp and put it under a
bushel, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the
house. Let your light so shine before men, that they
may see your good works and give glory to your Father
who is in heaven.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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