YEAR 2, EASTER 4, MONDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Wisdom of Solomon

But ungodly men by their words and deeds summoned
death; considering him a friend, they pined away, and
they made a covenant with him, because they are fit to
belong to his party. For they reasoned unsoundly,
saying to themselves, “Short and sorrowtul is our life,
and there 1s no remedy when a man comes to his end,
and no one has been known to return from Hades.
Because we were born by mere chance, and hereafter
we shall be as though we had never been; because the
breath in our nostrils is smoke, and reason is a spark
kindled by the beating of our hearts. When it is
extinguished, the body will turn to ashes, and the spirit
will dissolve like empty air. Our name will be forgotten
in time, and no one will remember our works; our life
will pass away like the traces of a cloud, and be
scattered like mist that 1s chased by the rays of the sun
and overcome by its heat. For our allotted time is the
passing of a shadow, and there is no return from our
death, because it is sealed up and no one turns back.
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Come, therefore, let us enjoy the good things that
exist, and make use of the creation to the full as in
youth. Let us take our fill of costly wine and perfumes,
and let no flower of spring pass by us. Let us crown
ourselves with rosebuds before they wither. Let none
of us fail to share in our revelry, everywhere let us
leave signs of enjoyment, because this is our portion,
and this our lot. Let us oppress the righteous poor
man; let us not spare the widow nor regard the gray
hairs of the aged. But let our might be our law of right,
for what 1s weak proves itself to be useless.” Thus they
reasoned, but they were led astray, for their
wickedness blinded them, and they did not know the
secret purposes of God, nor hope for the wages of
holiness, nor discern the prize for blameless souls; for
God created man for incorruption, and made him in
the image of his own eternity, but through the devil’s
envy death entered the world, and those who belong
to his party experience it.

The Reader concludes  'The Word of the Lord.
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For use with the Second Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Tych'icus TIK-i-kuhs
Ones'imus oh-NES-i-muhs
Aristar'chus air-uh-STAHR-kus
Ep'aphras EP-uh-fras
La-odice'a lay-oh-di-SEE-uh
Hi-erap'olis high-er-AHP-uhlis
De'mas DEE-muhs
Archip'pus ahr-KIP-uhs

The Second 1.esson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the

Letter of Paul to the Colossians
Wives, be subject to your husbands, as 1s fitting in the
Lord. Husbands, love your wives, and do not be harsh
with them. Children, obey your parents in everything,
for this pleases the Lord. Fathers, do not provoke your
children, lest they become discouraged. Slaves, obey in
everything those who are your earthly masters, not
with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in singleness of
heart, fearing the Lord. Whatever your task, work
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heartily, as serving the Lord and not men, knowing
that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as
your reward; you are serving the Lord Christ. For the
wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has
done, and there is no partiality. Masters, treat your
slaves justly and fairly, knowing that you also have a
Master 1n heaven. Continue steadfastly in prayer, being
watchful in it with thanksgiving; and pray for us also,
that God may open to us a door for the word, to
declare the mystery of Christ, on account of which I
am in prison, that I may make it clear, as I ought to
speak. Conduct yourselves wisely toward outsiders,
making the most of the time. Let your speech always
be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know
how you ought to answer every one. Tych'icus will tell
you all about my affairs; he is a beloved brother and
faithful minister and fellow servant in the Lord. I have
sent him to you for this very purpose, that you may
know how we are and that he may encourage your
hearts, and with him Ones'imus, the faithful and
beloved brother, who is one of yourselves. They will
tell you of everything that has taken place here.
Aristar'chus my fellow prisoner greets you, and Mark
the cousin of Barnabas (concerning whom you have
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received instructions—if he comes to you, receive
him), and Jesus who 1s called Justus. These are the
only men of the circumcision among my fellow
workers for the kingdom of God, and they have been
a comfort to me. Ep'aphras, who is one of yourselves,
a servant of Christ Jesus, greets you, always
remembering you earnestly in his prayers, that you
may stand mature and fully assured in all the will of
God. For I bear him witness that he has worked hard
for you and for those in La-odice'a and in Hi-erap'olis.
Luke the beloved physician and De'mas greet you.
Give my greetings to the brethren at La-odice'a, and to
Nympha and the church in her house. And when this
letter has been read among you, have it read also in the
church of the La-odice'ans; and see that you read also
the letter from La-odice'a. And say to Archip'pus, “See
that you fulfil the ministry which you have received in
the Lord.” I, Paul, write this greeting with my own

hand. Remember my fetters. Grace be with you.
The Reader concludes 'The Word of the Lord.
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