YEAR 2, EASTER 4, SUNDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Exodus

The Lord said to Moses, “Bring near to you Aaron
your brother, and his sons with him, from among the
people of Israel, to serve me as priests—Aaron and
Aaron’s sons, Na'dab and Abi'hu, Elea'zar and
Ith'amar. And you shall make holy garments for Aaron
your brother, for glory and for beauty. And you shall
speak to all who have ability, whom I have endowed
with an able mind, that they make Aaron’s garments to
consecrate him for my priesthood. These are the
garments which they shall make: a breastpiece, an
ephod, a robe, a coat of checker work, a turban, and a
girdle; they shall make holy garments for Aaron your
brother and his sons to serve me as priests. And in the
breastpiece of judgment you shall put the U'rim and
the Thum'mim, and they shall be upon Aaron’s heart,
when he goes in before the LORD; thus Aaron shall
bear the judgment of the people of Israel upon his
heart before the LORD continually. And you shall make
the robe of the ephod all of blue. It shall have in it an
opening for the head, with a woven binding around
the opening, like the opening in a garment, that it may
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not be torn. On its skirts you shall make pomegranates
of blue and purple and scarlet stutf, around its skirts,
with bells of gold between them, a golden bell and a
pomegranate, a golden bell and a pomegranate, round
about on the skirts of the robe. And it shall be upon
Aaron when he ministers, and its sound shall be heard
when he goes into the holy place before the LORD,
and when he comes out, lest he die. And you shall
make a plate of pure gold, and engrave on 1t, like the
engraving of a signet, ‘Holy to the LORD.” And you
shall fasten it on the turban by a lace of blue; it shall
be on the front of the turban. It shall be upon Aaron’s
forehead, and Aaron shall take upon himself any guilt
incurred in the holy offering which the people of
Israel hallow as their holy gifts; it shall always be upon
his forehead, that they may be accepted before the
LORD.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second I esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
The apostles returned to Jesus, and told him all that
they had done and taught. And he said to them,
“Come away by yourselves to a lonely place, and rest a
while.” For many were coming and going, and they
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had no leisure even to eat. And they went away in the
boat to a lonely place by themselves. Now many saw
them going, and knew them, and they ran there on
foot from all the towns, and got there ahead of them.
As he went ashore he saw a great throng, and he had
compassion on them, because they were like sheep
without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many
things. And when it grew late, his disciples came to
him and said, “T'his 1s a lonely place, and the hour 1s
now late; send them away, to go into the country and
villages round about and buy themselves something to
eat.”” But he answered them, “You give them
something to eat.” And they said to him, “Shall we go
and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread, and give
it to them to eat?” And he said to them, “How many
loaves have you? Go and see.” And when they had
found out, they said, “Five, and two fish.” Then he
commanded them all to sit down by companies upon
the green grass. So they sat down in groups, by
hundreds and by fifties. And taking the five loaves and
the two fish he looked up to heaven, and blessed, and
broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples to set
betore the people; and he divided the two fish among
them all. And they all ate and were satisfied. And they
took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of
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the fish. And those who ate the loaves were five
thousand men.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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