YEAR 2, EASTER 3, THURSDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Mene MEE-ni
Tekel TEK-uhl
Parsin PAR-sin
Peres PEE-res

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Daniel

Then Daniel was brought in before the king. The king
said to Daniel, “You are that Daniel, one of the exiles
of Judah, whom the king my father brought from
Judah. I have heard of you that the spirit of the holy
gods is in you, and that light and understanding and
excellent wisdom are found in you. Now the wise men,
the enchanters, have been brought in before me to
read this writing and make known to me its
interpretation; but they could not show the
interpretation of the matter. But I have heard that you
can give interpretations and solve problems. Now if
you can read the writing and make known to me its
interpretation, you shall be clothed with purple, and
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have a chain of gold about your neck, and shall be the
third ruler in the kingdom.” Then Daniel answered
before the king, “Let your gifts be for yourself, and
give your rewards to another; nevertheless I will read
the writing to the king and make known to him the
interpretation. O king, the Most High God gave
Nebuchadnez'zar your father kingship and greatness
and glory and majesty; and because of the greatness
that he gave him, all peoples, nations, and languages
trembled and feared before him; whom he would he
slew, and whom he would he kept alive; whom he
would he raised up, and whom he would he put down.
But when his heart was lifted up and his spirit was
hardened so that he dealt proudly, he was deposed
from his kingly throne, and his glory was taken from
him; he was driven from among men, and his mind
was made like that of a beast, and his dwelling was
with the wild asses; he was fed grass like an ox, and his
body was wet with the dew of heaven, until he knew
that the Most High God rules the kingdom of men,
and sets over it whom he will. And you his son,
Belshaz'zar, have not humbled your heart, though you
knew all this, but you have lifted up yourself against
the Lord of heaven; and the vessels of his house have
been brought in before you, and you and your lords,
your wives, and your concubines have drunk wine

YEAR 2, EASTER 3, THURSDAY: EVENING PRAYER
DANIEL 5:13-30; COLOSSIANS 1:24-2:7



from them; and you have praised the gods of silver
and gold, of bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which do
not see or hear or know, but the God 1n whose hand is
your breath, and whose are all your ways, you have not
honored. Then from his presence the hand was sent,
and this writing was inscribed. And this is the writing
that was inscribed: ME'NE, ME'NE, TEK'EL, and
PAR'SIN. This is the interpretation of the matter:
MENE, God has numbered the days of your kingdom
and brought it to an end; TEK'EL, you have been
weighed in the balances and found wanting; PE'RES,
your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and
Persians.” Then Belshaz'zar commanded, and Daniel
was clothed with purple, a chain of gold was put about
his neck, and proclamation was made concerning him,
that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom. That
very night Belshaz'zar the Chalde'an king was slain.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second I esson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the

Letter of Paul to the Colossians
Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in
my flesh I complete what is lacking in Christ’s
afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church,
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of which I became a minister according to the divine
otfice which was given to me for you, to make the
word of God fully known, the mystery hidden for ages
and generations but now made manifest to his saints.
To them God chose to make known how great among
the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery,
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. Him we
proclaim, warning every man and teaching every man
in all wisdom, that we may present every man mature
in Christ. For this I toil, striving with all the energy
which he mightily inspires within me. For I want you
to know how greatly I strive for you, and for those at
LLa-odice'a, and for all who have not seen my face, that
their hearts may be encouraged as they are knit
together in love, to have all the riches of assured
understanding and the knowledge of God’s mystery,
of Christ, in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge. I say this in order that no one may
delude you with beguiling speech. For though I am
absent in body, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to
see your good order and the firmness of your faith in
Christ. As therefore you received Christ Jesus the
Lord, so live in him, rooted and built up 1n him and
established in the faith, just as you were taught,
abounding in thanksgiving.

The Reader concludes  'The Word of the Lord.
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