YEAR 2, EASTER 3, THURSDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Exodus

And God spoke all these words, saying, “I am the
LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of bondage. You shall have
no other gods before me. You shall not make for
yourself a graven image, or any likeness of anything
that 1s in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath,
or that is in the water under the earth; you shall not
bow down to them or serve them; for I the LORD your
God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the
fathers upon the children to the third and the fourth
generation of those who hate me, but showing
steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and
keep my commandments. You shall not take the name
of the LORD your God in vain; for the LORD will not
hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.
Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days
you shall labor, and do all your work; but the seventh
day 1s a sabbath to the LORD your God; in 1t you shall
not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter,
your manservant, or your maidservant, or your cattle,
or the sojourner who is within your gates; for in six
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days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all
that 1s in them, and rested the seventh day; therefore
the LORD blessed the sabbath day and hallowed it.
Honor your father and your mother, that your days
may be long in the land which the LORD your God
gives you. You shall not kill. You shall not commit
adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false
witness against your neighbor. You shall not covet
your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your
neighbor’s wife, or his manservant, or his maidservant,
or his ox, or his ass, or anything that is your
neighbor’s.”” Now when all the people perceived the
thunderings and the lightnings and the sound of the
trumpet and the mountain smoking, the people were
afraid and trembled; and they stood afar off, and said
to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will hear; but let
not God speak to us, lest we die.” And Moses said to
the people, “Do not fear; for God has come to prove
you, and that the fear of him may be before your eyes,
that you may not sin.” And the people stood afar off,
while Moses drew near to the thick darkness where

God was.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness
to be tempted by the devil. And he fasted forty days
and forty nights, and afterward he was hungry. And
the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son
of God, command these stones to become loaves of
bread.” But he answered, “It is written, ‘Man shall not
live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds
from the mouth of God.”” Then the devil took him
to the holy city, and set him on the pinnacle of the
temple, and said to him, “If you are the Son of God,
throw yourself down; for it 1s written, ‘He will give his
angels charge of you,” and ‘On their hands they will
bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a

stone.”” Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, “You
shall not tempt the Lord your God.” ” Again, the devil
took him to a very high mountain, and showed him all
the kingdoms of the world and the glory of them; and
he said to him, “All these I will give you, 1f you will fall
down and worship me.” Then Jesus said to him,
“Begone, Satan! for it 1s written, “You shall worship the
Lord your God and him only shall you serve.” ” Then
the devil left him, and behold, angels came and
ministered to him.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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