YEAR 2, EASTER 3, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Nebuchadnez'zar  ne-buh-kuhd-NEZ-ur

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Daniel

All that Dantiel had said came upon King
Nebuchadnez'zar. At the end of twelve months he was
walking on the roof of the royal palace ot Babylon,
and the king said, “Is not this great Babylon, which I
have built by my mighty power as a royal residence
and for the glory of my majesty?” While the words
were still in the king’s mouth, there fell a voice from
heaven, “O King Nebuchadnez'zar, to you it is
spoken: The kingdom has departed from you, and you
shall be driven from among men, and your dwelling
shall be with the beasts of the field; and you shall be
made to eat grass like an ox; and seven times shall pass
over you, until you have learned that the Most High
rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom he
will.” Immediately the word was fulfilled upon
Nebuchadnez'zar. He was driven from among men,
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and ate grass like an ox, and his body was wet with the
dew of heaven till his hair grew as long as eagles’
feathers, and his nails were like birds’ claws. At the
end of the days I, Nebuchadnez'zar, lifted my eyes to
heaven, and my reason returned to me, and I blessed
the Most High, and praised and honored him who
lives for ever; for his dominion 1s an everlasting
dominion, and his kingdom endures from generation
to generation; all the inhabitants of the earth are
accounted as nothing; and he does according to his
will in the host of heaven and among the inhabitants
of the earth; and none can stay his hand or say to him,
“What doest thou?” At the same time my reason
returned to me; and for the glory of my kingdom, my
majesty and splendor returned to me. My counselors
and my lords sought me, and I was established in my
kingdom, and still more greatness was added to me.
Now I, Nebuchadnez'zar, praise and extol and honor
the King of heaven; for all his works are right and his
ways are just; and those who walk in pride he is able to
abase.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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For use with the Second Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Colos'sae koh-ILAH-see
Ep'aphras EP-uh-fras

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the

Letter of Paul to the Colossians
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and
Timothy our brother, To the saints and faithful
brethren in Christ at Colos'sae: Grace to you and
peace from God our Father. We always thank God,
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for
you, because we have heard of your faith in Christ
Jesus and of the love which you have for all the saints,
because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. Of this
you have heard before in the word of the truth, the
gospel which has come to you, as indeed in the whole
world it is bearing fruit and growing—so among
yourselves, from the day you heard and understood
the grace of God 1n truth, as you learned it from
Ep'aphras our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful
minister of Christ on our behalf and has made known
to us your love in the Spirit. And so, from the day we
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heard of 1t, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking
that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in
all spiritual wisdom and understanding, to lead a life
worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit
in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of
God. May you be strengthened with all power,
according to his glorious might, for all endurance and
patience with joy, giving thanks to the Father, who has
qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in
light. He has delivered us from the dominion of
darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his
beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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