YEAR 2, EASTER 3, TUESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Exodus

On the third new moon after the people of Israel had
gone forth out of the land of Egypt, on that day they
came into the wilderness of Sinai. And when they set
out from Reph'idim and came into the wilderness of
Sinai, they encamped in the wilderness; and there
Israel encamped before the mountain. And Moses
went up to God, and the LORD called to him out of
the mountain, saying, ““I'hus you shall say to the house
of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: You have seen
what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on
eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. Now
therefore, 1f you will obey my voice and keep my
covenant, you shall be my own possession among all
peoples; for all the earth is mine, and you shall be to
me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. These are
the words which you shall speak to the children of
Israel.” So Moses came and called the elders of the
people, and set before them all these words which the
LORD had commanded him. And all the people
answered together and said, “All that the LORD has
spoken we will do.” And Moses reported the words of
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the people to the LORD. And the LORD said to Moses,
“Lo, I am coming to you in a thick cloud, that the
people may hear when I speak with you, and may also
believe you for ever.” Then Moses told the words of
the people to the LORD. And the LORD said to Moses,
“Go to the people and consecrate them today and
tomorrow, and let them wash their garments, and be
ready by the third day; for on the third day the LORD
will come down upon Mount Sina1 in the sight of all
the people. And you shall set bounds for the people
round about, saying, “Take heed that you do not go up
into the mountain or touch the border of it; whoever
touches the mountain shall be put to death; no hand
shall touch him, but he shall be stoned or shot;
whether beast or man, he shall not live” When the
trumpet sounds a long blast, they shall come up to the
mountain.” So Moses went down from the mountain
to the people, and consecrated the people; and they
washed their garments. And he said to the people, “Be
ready by the third day; do not go near a woman.” On
the morning of the third day there were thunders and
lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mountain, and a
very loud trumpet blast, so that all the people who
were in the camp trembled.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
But when John saw many of the Pharisees and
Sad'ducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the
wrath to come? Bear fruit that befits repentance, and
do not presume to say to yourselves, “We have
Abraham as our father’; for I tell you, God is able
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.
Even now the axe 1s laid to the root of the trees; every
tree therefore that does not bear good fruit 1s cut
down and thrown into the fire. I baptize you with
water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is
mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to
carry; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with
fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will
clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the
granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable
fire.”

The Reader concludes 'The Word of the Lord.
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