YEAR 2, EASTER 3, MONDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Belteshaz'zar bel-tuh-SHAZ.-ur

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Daniel

Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshaz'zar, was
dismayed for a moment, and his thoughts alarmed
him. The king said, “Belteshaz'zar, let not the dream
or the interpretation alarm you.” Belteshaz'zar
answered, “My lord, may the dream be for those who
hate you and its interpretation for your enemies! The
tree you saw, which grew and became strong, so that
its top reached to heaven, and it was visible to the end
of the whole earth; whose leaves were fair and its fruit
abundant, and in which was food for all; under which
beasts of the field found shade, and in whose branches
the birds of the air dwelt—it is you, O king, who have
grown and become strong. Your greatness has grown
and reaches to heaven, and your dominion to the ends
of the earth. And whereas the king saw a watcher, a
holy one, coming down from heaven and saying, ‘Hew
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down the tree and destroy it, but leave the stump of its
roots in the earth, bound with a band of iron and
bronze, in the tender grass of the field; and let him be
wet with the dew of heaven; and let his lot be with the
beasts of the field, till seven times pass over him’; this
is the interpretation, O king: It is a decree of the Most
High, which has come upon my lord the king, that you
shall be driven from among men, and your dwelling
shall be with the beasts of the field; you shall be made
to eat grass like an ox, and you shall be wet with the
dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over you, till
you know that the Most High rules the kingdom of
men, and gives it to whom he will. And as it was
commanded to leave the stump of the roots of the
tree, your kingdom shall be sure for you from the time
that you know that Heaven rules. Therefore, O king,
let my counsel be acceptable to you; break off your
sins by practicing righteousness, and your iniquities by
showing mercy to the oppressed, that there may

perhaps be a lengthening of your tranquillity.”
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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For use with the Second Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Silva'nus sil-VAY-nuhs

The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the First Letter of Peter

So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and
a witness of the sufferings of Christ as well as a
partaker in the glory that is to be revealed. Tend the
flock of God that is your charge, not by constraint but
willingly, not for shameful gain but eagerly, not as
domineering over those in your charge but being
examples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd is
manifested you will obtain the unfading crown of
glory. Likewise you that are younger be subject to the
elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility
toward one another, for “God opposes the proud, but
gives grace to the humble.” Humble yourselves
therefore under the mighty hand of God, that in due
time he may exalt you. Cast all your anxieties on him,
for he cares about you. Be sober, be watchful. Your
adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion,
seeking some one to devour. Resist him, firm in your
faith, knowing that the same experience of sutfering is
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required of your brotherhood throughout the world.
And after you have suffered a little while, the God of
all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in
Christ, will himself restore, establish, and strengthen
you. To him be the dominion for ever and ever.
Amen. By Silva'nus, a faithful brother as I regard him,
I have written briefly to you, exhorting and declaring
that this is the true grace of God; stand fast in it. She
who is at Babylon, who is likewise chosen, sends you
greetings; and so does my son Mark. Greet one
another with the kiss of love. Peace to all of you that

are 1in Christ.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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