YEAR 2, EASTER 3, SUNDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Exodus

Jethro, the priest of Mid'ian, Moses’ father-in-law,
heard of all that God had done for Moses and for
Israel his people, how the LORD had brought Israel
out of Egypt. Now Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, had
taken Zippo'rah, Moses’ wife, after he had sent her
away, and her two sons, of whom the name of the one
was Gershom (for he said, “I have been a sojourner in
a foreign land”), and the name of the other, Elie'zer
(for he said, “The God of my father was my help, and
delivered me from the sword of Pharaoh™). And
Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, came with his sons and
his wife to Moses in the wilderness where he was
encamped at the mountain of God. And when one
told Moses, “Lo, your father-in-law Jethro is coming to
you with your wife and her two sons with her,” Moses
went out to meet his father-in-law, and did obeisance
and kissed him; and they asked each other of their
welfare, and went into the tent. Then Moses told his
father-in-law all that the LORD had done to Pharaoh
and to the Egyptians for Israel’s sake, all the hardship
that had come upon them in the way, and how the
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LORD had delivered them. And Jethro rejoiced for all
the good which the LORD had done to Israel, in that
he had delivered them out of the hand of the
Egyptians. And Jethro said, “Blessed be the LORD,
who has delivered you out of the hand of the
Egyptians and out of the hand of Pharaoh. Now I
know that the LORD 1s greater than all gods, because
he delivered the people from under the hand of the
Egyptians, when they dealt arrogantly with them.”
And Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, offered a burnt
offering and sacrifices to God; and Aaron came with
all the elders of Israel to eat bread with Moses’ father-

in-law before God.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
Now when Jesus rose early on the first day of the
week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, from
whom he had cast out seven demons. She went and
told those who had been with him, as they mourned
and wept. But when they heard that he was alive and
had been seen by her, they would not believe it. After
this he appeared in another form to two of them, as
they were walking into the country. And they went
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back and told the rest, but they did not believe them.
Afterward he appeared to the eleven themselves as
they sat at table; and he upbraided them for their
unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not
believed those who saw him after he had risen. And he
said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the
gospel to the whole creation. He who believes and is
baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe
will be condemned. And these signs will accompany
those who believe: in my name they will cast out
demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick
up serpents, and 1if they drink any deadly thing, it will
not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick,
and they will recover.” So then the Lord Jesus, after he
had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven, and sat
down at the right hand of God. And they went forth
and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with
them and confirmed the message by the signs that
attended 1t. Amen.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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