YEAR 2, EASTER 2, FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Nebuchadnez'zar  ne-byuu-kuhd-NEZ-ur

Du'ra DYUU-ruh
sa'trap SAY-trap
Shad'rach SHAD-rak
Me'shach MEE-shak
Abed'nego uh-BED-ni-go

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Daniel

King Nebuchadnez'zar made an image of gold, whose
height was sixty cubits and its breadth six cubits. He
set it up on the plain of Du'ra, in the province of
Babylon. Then King Nebuchadnez'zar sent to
assemble the satraps, the prefects, and the governors,
the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the
magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces to
come to the dedication of the image which King
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Nebuchadnez'zar had set up. Then the sa'traps, the
prefects, and the governors, the counselors, the
treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all the
officials of the provinces, were assembled for the
dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnez'zar
had set up; and they stood before the image that
Nebuchadnez'zar had set up. And the herald
proclaimed aloud, “You are commanded, O peoples,
nations, and languages, that when you hear the sound
of the horn, pipe, lyre, tri'gon, harp, bagpipe, and
every kind of music, you are to fall down and worship
the golden image that King Nebuchadnez'zar has set
up; and whoever does not fall down and worship shall
immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace.”
Therefore, as soon as all the peoples heard the sound
of the horn, pipe, lyre, tri'gon, harp, bagpipe, and
every kind of music, all the peoples, nations, and
languages fell down and worshiped the golden image
which King Nebuchadnez'zar had set up. Therefore at
that time certain Chalde'ans came forward and
maliciously accused the Jews. They said to King
Nebuchadnez'zar, “O king, live for ever! You, O king,
have made a decree, that every man who hears the
sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, tri'gon, harp, bagpipe,
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and every kind of music, shall fall down and worship
the golden image; and whoever does not fall down and
worship shall be cast into a burning fiery furnace.
There are certain Jews whom you have appointed over
the affairs of the province of Babylon: Shadrach,
Me'shach, and Abed'nego. These men, O king, pay no
heed to you; they do not serve your gods or worship
the golden image which you have set up.” Then
Nebuchadnez'zar in furious rage commanded that
Shadrach, Me'shach, and Abed'nego be brought. Then
they brought these men before the king.
Nebuchadnez'zar said to them, “Is it true, O Shadrach,
Me'shach, and Abed'nego, that you do not serve my
gods or worship the golden image which I have set
up? Now if you are ready when you hear the sound of
the horn, pipe, lyre, tri'gon, harp, bagpipe, and every
kind of music, to fall down and worship the image
which I have made, well and good; but if you do not
worship, you shall immediately be cast into a burning
fiery furnace; and who 1s the god that will deliver you
out of my hands?” Shadrach, Me'shach, and
Abed'nego answered the king, “O Nebuchadnez'zar,
we have no need to answer you in this matter. If it be
so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from
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the burning fiery furnace; and he will deliver us out of
your hand, O king. But if not, be it known to you, O
king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the

golden image which you have set up.”
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the First Letter of Peter

Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for
what 1s right? But even if you do suffer for
righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear
of them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts reverence
Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to make a defense
to any one who calls you to account for the hope that
is in you, yet do it with gentleness and reverence; and
keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are
abused, those who revile your good behavior in Christ
may be put to shame. For it 1s better to suffer for
doing right, if that should be God’s will, than for
doing wrong. For Christ also died for sins once for all,
the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring
us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made
alive 1n the spirit; in which he went and preached to
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the spirits in prison, who formerly did not obey, when
God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, during the
building of the ark, in which a few, that 1s, eight
persons, were saved through water. Baptism, which
corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal
of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a
clear conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, who has gone into heaven and 1s at the right
hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers
subject to him. Since therefore Christ suffered in the
flesh, arm yourselves with the same thought, for
whoever has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin,
so as to live for the rest of the time in the flesh no
longer by human passions but by the will of God. Let
the time that is past suffice for doing what the
Gentiles like to do, living in licentiousness, passions,
drunkenness, revels, carousing, and lawless idolatry.
They are surprised that you do not now join them in
the same wild profligacy, and they abuse you; but they
will give account to him who is ready to judge the
living and the dead. For this is why the gospel was
preached even to the dead, that though judged in the
flesh like men, they might live in the spirit like God.
The Reader concludes 'The Word of the Lord.
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