YEAR 2, EASTER 2, THURSDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Exodus

And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the
people of Israel, they looked toward the wilderness,
and behold, the glory of the LORD appeared in the
cloud. And the LORD said to Moses, “I have heard the
murmurings of the people of Israel; say to them, ‘At
twilight you shall eat flesh, and in the morning you
shall be filled with bread; then you shall know that I
am the LORD your God.”” In the evening quails came
up and covered the camp; and in the morning dew lay
round about the camp. And when the dew had gone
up, there was on the face of the wilderness a fine,
flake-like thing, fine as hoarfrost on the ground. When
the people of Israel saw it, they said to one another,
“What is 1t?”” For they did not know what it was. And
Moses said to them, “It is the bread which the LLORD
has given you to eat. This is what the LORD has
commanded: ‘Gather of it, every man of you, as much
as he can eat; you shall take an o'mer apiece, according
to the number of the persons whom each of you has
in his tent” ” And the people of Israel did so; they
gathered, some more, some less. But when they
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measured it with an o'mer, he that gathered much had
nothing over, and he that gathered little had no lack;
each gathered according to what he could eat. And
Moses said to them, “Let no man leave any of 1t till
the morning.” But they did not listen to Moses; some
left part of 1t till the morning, and it bred worms and
became foul; and Moses was angry with them.
Morning by morning they gathered it, each as much as
he could eat; but when the sun grew hot, it melted.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second I esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to John

At the supper before the Passover Jesus said, “This is
my commandment, that you love one another as I
have loved you. Greater love has no man than this,
that a man lay down his life for his friends. You are my
friends it you do what I command you. No longer do
I call you servants, for the servant does not know what
his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for
all that I have heard from my Father I have made
known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose
you and appointed you that you should go and bear
fruit and that your fruit should abide; so that whatever
you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you.
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This I command you, to love one another. If the
world hates you, know that it has hated me before it
hated you. If you were of the world, the world would
love its own; but because you are not of the world, but
I chose you out of the world, therefore the world
hates you. Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A
servant is not greater than his master.” If they
persecuted me, they will persecute you; if they kept my
word, they will keep yours also. But all this they will do
to you on my account, because they do not know him
who sent me. If I had not come and spoken to them,
they would not have sin; but now they have no excuse
for their sin. He who hates me hates my Father also. If
I had not done among them the works which no one
else did, they would not have sin; but now they have
seen and hated both me and my Father. It is to fulfil
the word that 1s written in their law, “T'hey hated me
without a cause.” But when the Counselor comes,
whom I shall send to you from the Father, even the
Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will
bear witness to me; and you also are witnesses,
because you have been with me from the beginning.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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