YEAR 2, EASTER, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah

Therefore the LORD waits to be gracious to you;
therefore he exalts himself to show mercy to you. For
the LORD is a God of justice; blessed are all those who
wait for him. Yea, O people in Zion who dwell at
Jerusalem; you shall weep no more. He will surely be
gracious to you at the sound of your cry; when he
hears it, he will answer you. And though the Lord give
you the bread of adversity and the water of affliction,
yet your Teacher will not hide himself any more, but
your eyes shall see your Teacher. And your ears shall
hear a word behind you, saying, “This is the way, walk
in it,” when you turn to the right or when you turn to

the left.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

Please turn the page to the Second Lesson.
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The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the

First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians
Now if Christ is preached as raised from the dead,
how can some of you say that there is no resurrection
of the dead? But if there is no resurrection of the dead,
then Christ has not been raised; if Christ has not been
raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in
vain. We are even found to be misrepresenting God,
because we testified of God that he raised Christ,
whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not
raised. For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has
not been raised. If Christ has not been raised, your
faith 1s futile and you are still in your sins. Then those
also who have fallen asleep 1n Christ have perished. If
for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all
men most to be pitied. But in fact Christ has been
raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have
fallen asleep. For as by a man came death, by a man
has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in
Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.
But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then
at his coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes
the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the
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Father after destroying every rule and every authority
and power. For he must reign until he has put all his
enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed
is death. “For God has put all things 1n subjection
under his feet.” But when it says, “All things are put in
subjection under him,” it is plain that he 1s excepted
who put all things under him. When all things are
subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be
subjected to him who put all things under him, that
God may be everything to every one. Otherwise, what
do people mean by being baptized on behalf of the
dead? If the dead are not raised at all, why are people
baptized on their behalf?

The Reader concludes  'The Word of the Lord.
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