YEAR 2, DECEMBER 31: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the First Book of the Kings

At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon 1n a dream
by night; and God said, “Ask what I shall give you.”
And Solomon said, “Thou hast shown great and
steadfast love to thy servant David my father, because
he walked before thee in faithfulness, in righteousness,
and in uprightness of heart toward thee; and thou hast
kept for him this great and steadfast love, and hast
given him a son to sit on his throne this day. And now,
O LORD my God, thou hast made thy servant king in
place of David my father, although I am but a little
child; I do not know how to go out or come in. And
thy servant 1s in the midst of thy people whom thou
hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered
or counted for multitude. Give thy servant therefore
an understanding mind to govern thy people, that I
may discern between good and evil; for who is able to
govern this thy great people?” It pleased the Lord that
Solomon had asked this. And God said to him,
“Because you have asked this, and have not asked for
yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies,
but have asked for yourself understanding to discern
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what 1s right, behold, I now do according to your
word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind,
so that none like you has been before you and none
like you shall arise after you. I give you also what you
have not asked, both riches and honor, so that no
other king shall compare with you, all your days. And
it you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and
my commandments, as your father David walked, then
I will lengthen your days.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second I esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to John
After the second sign in Cana there was a feast of the
Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now there is in
Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in Hebrew called
Beth-za'tha, which has five porticoes. In these lay a
multitude of 1nvalids, blind, lame, paralyzed. One man
was there, who had been 1ll for thirty-eight years.
When Jesus saw him and knew that he had been lying
there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be
healed?” The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no
man to put me into the pool when the water is
troubled, and while I am going another steps down
before me.” Jesus said to him, “Rise, take up your
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pallet, and walk.” And at once the man was healed,
and he took up his pallet and walked. Now that day
was the sabbath. So the Jews said to the man who was
cured, “It 1s the sabbath, it 1s not lawful for you to
carry your pallet.”” But he answered them, ““The man
who healed me said to me, “Take up your pallet, and
walk.”” They asked him, “Who is the man who said to
you, “Take up your pallet, and walk’»” Now the man
who had been healed did not know who it was, for
Jesus had withdrawn, as there was a crowd in the place.
Afterward, Jesus found him in the temple, and said to
him, “See, you are welll Sin no more, that nothing
worse befall you.” The man went away and told the
Jews that it was Jesus who had healed him.

The Reader concludes 'The Word of the Lord.
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