
DECEMBER 27,
SAINT JOHN, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST: 
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Proverbs
The LORD created me at the beginning of  his work, 
the first of  his acts of  old. Ages ago I was set up, at 
the first, before the beginning of  the earth. When 
there were no depths I was brought forth, when there 
were no springs abounding with water. Before the 
mountains had been shaped, before the hills, I was 
brought forth; before he had made the earth with its 
fields, or the first of  the dust of  the world. When he 
established the heavens, I was there, when he drew a 
circle on the face of  the deep, when he made firm the 
skies above, when he established the fountains of  the 
deep, when he assigned to the sea its limit, so that the 
waters might not transgress his command, when he 
marked out the foundations of  the earth, then I was 
beside him, like a master workman; and I was daily his 
delight, rejoicing before him always.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
Jesus said to the disciples, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he
who receives any one whom I send receives me; and 
he who receives me receives him who sent me.” When 
Jesus had thus spoken, he was troubled in spirit, and 
testified, “Truly, truly, I say to you, one of  you will 
betray me.” The disciples looked at one another, 
uncertain of  whom he spoke. One of  his disciples, 
whom Jesus loved, was lying close to the breast of  
Jesus; so Simon Peter beckoned to him and said, “Tell 
us who it is of  whom he speaks.” So lying thus, close 
to the breast of  Jesus, he said to him, “Lord, who is 
it?” Jesus answered, “It is he to whom I shall give this 
morsel when I have dipped it.” So when he had dipped
the morsel, he gave it to Judas, the son of  Simon 
Iscariot. Then after the morsel, Satan entered into him.
Jesus said to him, “What you are going to do, do 
quickly.” Now no one at the table knew why he said 
this to him. Some thought that, because Judas had the 
money box, Jesus was telling him, “Buy what we need 
for the feast”; or, that he should give something to the 
poor. So, after receiving the morsel, he immediately 
went out; and it was night. When he had gone out, 
Jesus said, “Now is the Son of  man glorified, and in 
him God is glorified; if  God is glorified in him, God 
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will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at 
once. Little children, yet a little while I am with you. 
You will seek me; and as I said to the Jews so now I 
say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.’ A 
new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another; even as I have loved you, that you also love 
one another. By this all men will know that you are my
disciples, if  you have love for one another.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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