
YEAR 2, DECEMBER 25, CHRISTMAS DAY:
EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Book of  Zechariah
Thus says the Lord of  hosts: “Sing and rejoice, O 
daughter of  Zion; for lo, I come and I will dwell in the
midst of  you, says the LORD. And many nations shall 
join themselves to the LORD in that day, and shall be 
my people; and I will dwell in the midst of  you, and 
you shall know that the LORD of  hosts has sent me to 
you. And the LORD will inherit Judah as his portion in 
the holy land, and will again choose Jerusalem.” Be 
silent, all flesh, before the LORD; for he has roused 
himself  from his holy dwelling.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Letter of  John
Beloved, let us love one another; for love is of  God, 
and he who loves is born of  God and knows God. He
who does not love does not know God; for God is 
love. In this the love of  God was made manifest 
among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, 
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so that we might live through him. In this is love, not 
that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his 
Son to be the expiation for our sins. Beloved, if  God 
so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No 
man has ever seen God; if  we love one another, God 
abides in us and his love is perfected in us. By this we 
know that we abide in him and he in us, because he 
has given us of  his own Spirit. And we have seen and 
testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of
the world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of  
God, God abides in him, and he in God. So we know 
and believe the love God has for us. God is love, and 
he who abides in love abides in God, and God abides 
in him.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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