YEAR 2, JANUARY 12: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Genesis

Jacob called his sons, and said, “Gather yourselves
together, that I may tell you what shall befall you in
days to come. Assemble and hear, O sons of Jacob,
and hearken to Israel your father. Judah, your brothers
shall praise you; your hand shall be on the neck of
your enemies; your father’s sons shall bow down
before you. Judah is a lion’s whelp; from the prey, my
son, you have gone up. He stooped down, he couched
as a lion, and as a lioness; who dares rouse him up?
The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the
ruler’s staff from between his feet, until he comes to
whom it belongs; and to him shall be the obedience of
the peoples. Binding his foal to the vine and his ass’s
colt to the choice vine, he washes his garments in wine
and his vesture in the blood of grapes; his eyes shall

be red with wine, and his teeth white with milk.”
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to John
Jesus said, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the
vinedresser. Every branch of mine that bears no fruit,
he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he
prunes, that it may bear more fruit. You are already
made clean by the word which I have spoken to you.
Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear
fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can
you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the
branches. He who abides in me, and I in him, he it is
that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do
nothing. If a man does not abide in me, he 1s cast
forth as a branch and withers; and the branches are
gathered, thrown into the fire and burned. If you
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever
you will, and 1t shall be done for you. By this my
Father 1s glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so
prove to be my disciples. As the Father has loved me,
so have I loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I
have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his
love. These things I have spoken to you, that my joy
may be 1n you, and that your joy may be full. This is
my commandment, that you love one another as I
have loved you. Greater love has no man than this,
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that a man lay down his life for his friends. You are my
friends 1f you do what I command you. No longer do
I call you servants, for the servant does not know what
his master 1s doing; but I have called you friends, for
all that I have heard from my Father I have made
known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose
you and appointed you that you should go and bear
fruit and that your fruit should abide; so that whatever
you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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