YEAR 2, JANUARY 10: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Jeremiah

“Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the
sheep of my pasture!” says the LORD. Therefore thus
says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the
shepherds who care for my people: “You have
scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and
you have not attended to them. Behold, I will attend to
you for your evil doings, says the LORD. Then I will
gather the remnant of my flock out of all the
countries where I have driven them, and I will bring
them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and
multiply. I will set shepherds over them who will care
for them, and they shall fear no more, nor be
dismayed, neither shall any be missing, says the LORD.
Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I
will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall
reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice
and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be
saved, and Israel will dwell securely. And this 1s the
name by which he will be called: “The LLORD 1s our
rigchteousness.” Therefore, behold, the days are coming,
says the LORD, when men shall no longer say, ‘As the
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LORD lives who brought up the people of Israel out
of the land of Egypt,” but ‘As the LORD lives who
brought up and led the descendants of the house of
Israel out of the north country and out of all the
countries where he had driven them.” Then they shall
dwell in their own land.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to John

So again Jesus said to the Pharisees, “Truly, truly, I say
to you, I am the door of the sheep. All who came
before me are thieves and robbers; but the sheep did
not heed them. I am the door; if any one enters by me,
he will be saved, and will go 1n and out and find
pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and
destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it
abundantly. I am the good shepherd. The good
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. He who 1s a
hireling and not a shepherd, whose own the sheep are
not, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and
flees; and the wolf snatches them and scatters them.
He flees because he is a hireling and cares nothing for
the sheep. I am the good shepherd; I know my own
and my own know me, as the Father knows me and I
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know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep.
And I have other sheep, that are not of this fold; I
must bring them also, and they will heed my voice. So
there shall be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason
the Father loves me, because I lay down my life, that I
may take it again.”

The Reader concludes 'The Word of the Lord.
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