YEAR 2, JANUARY 9: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah

Who is this that comes from E'dom, in crimsoned
garments from Boz'rah, he that is glorious in his
apparel, marching in the greatness of his strength? “It
is I, announcing vindication, mighty to save.” Why is
thy apparel red, and thy garments like his that treads in
the wine press? “I have trodden the wine press alone,
and from the peoples no one was with me; I trod them
in my anger and trampled them in my wrath; their
lifeblood is sprinkled upon my garments, and I have
stained all my raiment. For the day of vengeance was
in my heart, and my year of redemption has come. I
looked, but there was no one to help; I was appalled,
but there was no one to uphold; so my own arm
brought me victory, and my wrath upheld me. I trod
down the peoples in my anger, I made them drunk in
my wrath, and I poured out their lifeblood on the
earth.”

The Reader concludes  'The Word of the Lord.
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The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the

Letter of Paul to the Colossians
Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in
my flesh I complete what 1s lacking in Christ’s
afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church,
of which I became a minister according to the divine
otfice which was given to me for you, to make the
word of God fully known, the mystery hidden for ages
and generations but now made manifest to his saints.
To them God chose to make known how great among
the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery,
which 1s Christ in you, the hope of glory. Him we
proclaim, warning every man and teaching every man
in all wisdom, that we may present every man mature
in Christ. For this I toll, striving with all the energy
which he mightily inspires within me. For I want you
to know how greatly I strive for you, and for those at
Laodice'a, and for all who have not seen my face, that
their hearts may be encouraged as they are knit
together in love, to have all the riches of assured
understanding and the knowledge of God’s mystery,
of Christ, in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge. I say this in order that no one may
delude you with beguiling speech. For though I am
absent in body, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to
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see your good order and the firmness of your faith in
Christ. As therefore you received Christ Jesus the
Lozd, so live in him, rooted and built up in him and
established in the faith, just as you were taught,
abounding in thanksgiving.

The Reader concludes  'The Word of the Lord.
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