
YEAR 2, JANUARY 5: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Jonah
Jonah prayed, saying, “I called to the LORD, out of  my 
distress, and he answered me; out of  the belly of  
Sheol I cried, and thou didst hear my voice. For thou 
didst cast me into the deep, into the heart of  the seas, 
and the flood was round about me; all thy waves and 
thy billows passed over me. Then I said, ‘I am cast out 
from thy presence; how shall I again look upon thy 
holy temple?’ The waters closed in over me, the deep 
was round about me; weeds were wrapped about my 
head at the roots of  the mountains. I went down to 
the land whose bars closed upon me for ever; yet thou 
didst bring up my life from the Pit, O LORD my God. 
When my soul fainted within me, I remembered the 
LORD; and my prayer came to thee, into thy holy 
temple. Those who pay regard to vain idols forsake 
their true loyalty. But I with the voice of  thanksgiving 
will sacrifice to thee; what I have vowed I will pay. 
Deliverance belongs to the LORD!”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
When Jesus came, he found that Laz'arus had already 
been in the tomb four days. Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, about two miles off, and many of  the Jews 
had come to Martha and Mary to console them 
concerning their brother. When Martha heard that 
Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary 
sat in the house. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if  you 
had been here, my brother would not have died. And 
even now I know that whatever you ask from God, 
God will give you.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother 
will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he 
will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” Jesus 
said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who
believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and 
whoever lives and believes in me shall never die. Do 
you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I 
believe that you are the Christ, the Son of  God, he 
who is coming into the world.” Then Jesus, deeply 
moved again, came to the tomb; it was a cave, and a 
stone lay upon it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” 
Martha, the sister of  the dead man, said to him, “Lord,
by this time there will be an odor, for he has been 
dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you 
that if  you would believe you would see the glory of  
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God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted 
up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank thee that thou 
hast heard me. I knew that thou hearest me always, but
I have said this on account of  the people standing by, 
that they may believe that thou didst send me.” When 
he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Laz'arus, 
come out.” The dead man came out, his hands and 
feet bound with bandages, and his face wrapped with a
cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him 
go.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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