YEAR 2, JANUARY 3: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Genesis

Jacob left Beer-sheba, and went toward Haran. And he
came to a certain place, and stayed there that night,
because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of
the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that
place to sleep. And he dreamed that there was a ladder
set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to
heaven; and behold, the angels of God were ascending
and descending on it! And behold, the LORD stood
above it and said, “I am the LLORD, the God of
Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land
on which you lie I will give to you and to your
descendants; and your descendants shall be like the
dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the
west and to the east and to the north and to the south;
and by you and your descendants shall all the families
of the earth bless themselves. Behold, I am with you
and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you
back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have
done that of which I have spoken to you.” Then Jacob
awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the LORD 1s in
this place; and I did not know it.”” And he was afraid,
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and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none
other than the house of God, and this is the gate of
heaven.” So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he
took the stone which he had put under his head and
set it up for a pillar and poured o1l on the top of it. He
called the name of that place Bethel; but the name of
the city was Luz at the first. Then Jacob made a vow,
saying, “If God will be with me, and will keep me in
this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat and
clothing to wear, so that I come again to my father’s
house in peace, then the LORD shall be my God, and
this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be
God’s house; and of all that thou givest me I will give
the tenth to thee.”

The Reader concludes 'The Word of the Lord.

The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the

Letter of Paul to the Ephesians
Now this I affirm and testify in the Lord, that you
must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of
their minds; they are darkened in their understanding,
alienated from the life of God because of the
ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of
heart; they have become callous and have given
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themselves up to licentiousness, greedy to practice
every kind of uncleanness. You did not so learn
Christ!

—assuming that you have heard about him and were
taught in him, as the truth 1s in Jesus. Put off your old
nature which belongs to your former manner of life
and 1s corrupt through deceitful lusts, and be renewed
in the spirit of your minds, and put on the new nature,
created after the likeness of God in true righteousness
and holiness. Therefore, putting away falsehood, let
every one speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are
members one of another. Be angry but do not sin; do
not let the sun go down on your anger, and give no
opportunity to the devil. Let the thief no longer steal,
but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his
hands, so that he may be able to give to those in need.
Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only
such as i1s good for edifying, as fits the occasion, that it
may impart grace to those who hear. And do not
grieve the Holy Spirit of God, in whom you were
sealed for the day of redemption. Let all bitterness and
wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away
from you, with all malice, and be kind to one another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ
forgave you.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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