YEAR 2, JANUARY 2: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the First Book of the Kings

Ahab told Jez'ebel all that Eli'jah had done, and how
he had slain all the prophets with the sword. Then
Jez'ebel sent a messenger to Eli'jah, saying, “So may
the gods do to me, and more also, if I do not make
your life as the life of one of them by this time
tomorrow.” Then he was afraid, and he arose and went
for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which belongs to
Judah, and left his servant there. But he himself went a
day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat
down under a broom tree; and he asked that he might
die, saying, “It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my
life; for I am no better than my fathers.” And he lay
down and slept under a broom tree; and behold, an
angel touched him, and said to him, “Arise and eat.”
And he looked, and behold, there was at his head a
cake baked on hot stones and a jar of water. And he
ate and drank, and lay down again. And the angel of
the LORD came again a second time, and touched him,
and said, “Arise and eat, else the journey will be too
great for you.” And he arose, and ate and drank, and
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went in the strength of that food forty days and forty
nights to Horeb the mount of God.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second I esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to John
After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of
Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiber'i-as. And a multitude
followed him, because they saw the signs which he did
on those who were diseased. Jesus went up on the
mountain, and there sat down with his disciples. Now
the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand.
Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a multitude
was coming to him, Jesus said to Philip, “How are we
to buy bread, so that these people may eat?” This he
said to test him, for he himself knew what he would
do. Philip answered him, ““Two hundred denarit would
not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.”
One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother,
said to him, “There is a lad here who has five barley
loaves and two fish; but what are they among so
many?” Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now
there was much grass in the place; so the men sat
down, in number about five thousand. Jesus then took
the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he
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distributed them to those who were seated; so also the
fish, as much as they wanted. And when they had
eaten their fill, he told his disciples, “Gather up the
fragments left over, that nothing may be lost.” So they
gathered them up and filled twelve baskets with
fragments from the five barley loaves, left by those
who had eaten. When the people saw the sign which
he had done, they said, ““This 1s indeed the prophet
who is to come into the world!”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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