
YEAR 1, LENT 5, FRIDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Jeremiah
These are the words of  the letter which Jeremiah the 
prophet sent from Jerusalem to the elders of  the 
exiles, and to the priests, the prophets, and all the 
people, whom Nebuchadnez'zar had taken into exile 
from Jerusalem to Babylon. “Thus says the LORD of  
hosts, the God of  Israel, to all the exiles whom I have 
sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: Build 
houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their 
produce. Take wives and have sons and daughters; take
wives for your sons, and give your daughters in 
marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; 
multiply there, and do not decrease. But seek the 
welfare of  the city where I have sent you into exile, 
and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare 
you will find your welfare. For thus says the LORD of  
hosts, the God of  Israel: Do not let your prophets and
your diviners who are among you deceive you, and do 
not listen to the dreams which they dream, for it is a 
lie which they are prophesying to you in my name; I 
did not send them, says the LORD. For thus says the 
LORD: When seventy years are completed for Babylon,
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I will visit you, and I will fulfil to you my promise and 
bring you back to this place. For I know the plans I 
have for you, says the LORD, plans for welfare and not 
for evil, to give you a future and a hope. Then you will 
call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear
you. You will seek me and find me; when you seek me 
with all your heart.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  Paul to the Romans
Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as 
I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry 
in order to make my fellow Jews jealous, and thus save 
some of  them. For if  their rejection means the 
reconciliation of  the world, what will their acceptance 
mean but life from the dead? If  the dough offered as 
first fruits is holy, so is the whole lump; and if  the root
is holy, so are the branches. But if  some of  the 
branches were broken off, and you, a wild olive shoot, 
were grafted in their place to share the richness of  the 
olive tree, do not boast over the branches. If  you do 
boast, remember it is not you that support the root, 
but the root that supports you. You will say, “Branches
were broken off  so that I might be grafted in.” That is
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true. They were broken off  because of  their unbelief, 
but you stand fast only through faith. So do not 
become proud, but stand in awe. For if  God did not 
spare the natural branches, neither will he spare you. 
Note then the kindness and the severity of  God: 
severity toward those who have fallen, but God’s 
kindness to you, provided you continue in his 
kindness; otherwise you too will be cut off. And even 
the others, if  they do not persist in their unbelief, will 
be grafted in, for God has the power to graft them in 
again. For if  you have been cut from what is by nature 
a wild olive tree, and grafted, contrary to nature, into a
cultivated olive tree, how much more will these natural
branches be grafted back into their own olive tree.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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