
YEAR 1, LENT 5, THURSDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Exodus
Seven days passed after the LORD had struck the Nile. 
Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh and 
say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD, “Let my people go, 
that they may serve me. But if  you refuse to let them 
go, behold, I will plague all your country with frogs; 
the Nile shall swarm with frogs which shall come up 
into your house, and into your bedchamber and on 
your bed, and into the houses of  your servants and of  
your people, and into your ovens and your kneading 
bowls; the frogs shall come up on you and on your 
people and on all your servants.”’” And the LORD said
to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your hand with 
your rod over the rivers, over the canals, and over the 
pools, and cause frogs to come upon the land of  
Egypt!’” So Aaron stretched out his hand over the 
waters of  Egypt; and the frogs came up and covered 
the land of  Egypt. But the magicians did the same by 
their secret arts, and brought frogs upon the land of  
Egypt. Then Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron, and 
said, “Entreat the LORD to take away the frogs from 
me and from my people; and I will let the people go to
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sacrifice to the LORD.” Moses said to Pharaoh, “Be 
pleased to command me when I am to entreat, for you
and for your servants and for your people, that the 
frogs be destroyed from you and your houses and be 
left only in the Nile.” And he said, “Tomorrow.” 
Moses said, “Be it as you say, that you may know that 
there is no one like the LORD our God. The frogs shall
depart from you and your houses and your servants 
and your people; they shall be left only in the Nile.” So
Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh; and Moses 
cried to the LORD concerning the frogs, as he had 
agreed with Pharaoh. And the LORD did according to 
the word of  Moses; the frogs died out of  the houses 
and courtyards and out of  the fields. And they 
gathered them together in heaps, and the land stank. 
But when Pharaoh saw that there was a respite, he 
hardened his heart, and would not listen to them; as 
the LORD had said. Then the LORD said to Moses, 
“Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your rod and strike the 
dust of  the earth, that it may become gnats 
throughout all the land of  Egypt.’” And they did so; 
Aaron stretched out his hand with his rod, and struck 
the dust of  the earth, and there came gnats on man 
and beast; all the dust of  the earth became gnats 
throughout all the land of  Egypt. The magicians tried 
by their secret arts to bring forth gnats, but they could 
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not. So there were gnats on man and beast. And the 
magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is the finger of  
God.” But Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he 
would not listen to them; as the LORD had said.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
There was again a division among the Jews because of
these words. Many of  them said, “He has a demon, 
and he is mad; why listen to him?” Others said, “These
are not the sayings of  one who has a demon. Can a 
demon open the eyes of  the blind?” It was the feast of
the Dedication at Jerusalem; it was winter, and Jesus 
was walking in the temple, in the portico of  Solomon. 
So the Jews gathered round him and said to him, 
“How long will you keep us in suspense? If  you are 
the Christ, tell us plainly.” Jesus answered them, “I told
you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in 
my Father’s name, they bear witness to me; but you do
not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 
My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they 
follow me; and I give them eternal life, and they shall 
never perish, and no one shall snatch them out of  my 
hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater
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than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of  the 
Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.” The Jews 
took up stones again to stone him. Jesus answered 
them, “I have shown you many good works from the 
Father; for which of  these do you stone me?” The 
Jews answered him, “It is not for a good work that we 
stone you but for blasphemy; because you, being a 
man, make yourself  God.” Jesus answered them, “Is it 
not written in your law, ‘I said, you are gods’? If  he 
called them gods to whom the word of  God came 
(and scripture cannot be broken), do you say of  him 
whom the Father consecrated and sent into the world, 
‘You are blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am the Son 
of  God’? If  I am not doing the works of  my Father, 
then do not believe me; but if  I do them, even though 
you do not believe me, believe the works, that you may
know and understand that the Father is in me and I 
am in the Father.” Again they tried to arrest him, but 
he escaped from their hands. He went away again 
across the Jordan to the place where John at first 
baptized, and there he remained. And many came to 
him; and they said, “John did no sign, but everything 
that John said about this man was true.” And many 
believed in him there.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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