
YEAR 1, LENT 5, TUESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Jeremiah
“Thus says the LORD of  hosts: Because you have not 
obeyed my words, behold, I will send for all the tribes 
of  the north, says the LORD, and for Nebuchadrez'zar 
the king of  Babylon, my servant, and I will bring them
against this land and its inhabitants, and against all 
these nations round about; I will utterly destroy them, 
and make them a horror, a hissing, and an everlasting 
reproach. Moreover, I will banish from them the voice
of  mirth and the voice of  gladness, the voice of  the 
bridegroom and the voice of  the bride, the grinding 
of  the millstones and the light of  the lamp. This 
whole land shall become a ruin and a waste, and these 
nations shall serve the king of  Babylon seventy years. 
Then after seventy years are completed, I will punish 
the king of  Babylon and that nation, the land of  the 
Chalde'ans, for their iniquity, says the LORD, making 
the land an everlasting waste. I will bring upon that 
land all the words which I have uttered against it, 
everything written in this book, which Jeremiah 
prophesied against all the nations. For many nations 
and great kings shall make slaves even of  them; and I 
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will recompense them according to their deeds and the
work of  their hands.” Thus the LORD, the God of  
Israel, said to me: “Take from my hand this cup of  the
wine of  wrath, and make all the nations to whom I 
send you drink it. They shall drink and stagger and be 
crazed because of  the sword which I am sending 
among them.” So I took the cup from the LORD’s 
hand, and made all the nations to whom the Lord sent
me drink it.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  Paul to the Romans
Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for 
them is that they may be saved. I bear them witness 
that they have a zeal for God, but it is not enlightened.
For, being ignorant of  the righteousness that comes 
from God, and seeking to establish their own, they did
not submit to God’s righteousness. For Christ is the 
end of  the law, that every one who has faith may be 
justified. Moses writes that the man who practices the 
righteousness which is based on the law shall live by it.
But the righteousness based on faith says, Do not say 
in your heart, “Who will ascend into heaven?” (that is, 
to bring Christ down) or “Who will descend into the 
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abyss?” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But 
what does it say? The word is near you, on your lips 
and in your heart (that is, the word of  faith which we 
preach); because, if  you confess with your lips that 
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised 
him from the dead, you will be saved. For man 
believes with his heart and so is justified, and he 
confesses with his lips and so is saved. The scripture 
says, “No one who believes in him will be put to 
shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and 
Greek; the same Lord is Lord of  all and bestows his 
riches upon all who call upon him. For, “every one 
who calls upon the name of  the Lord will be saved.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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