
YEAR 1, LENT 5, SUNDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Jeremiah
Thus says the LORD of  hosts: “Do not listen to the 
words of  the prophets who prophesy to you, filling 
you with vain hopes; they speak visions of  their own 
minds, not from the mouth of  the LORD. They say 
continually to those who despise the word of  the 
LORD, ‘It shall be well with you’; and to every one who
stubbornly follows his own heart, they say, ‘No evil 
shall come upon you.’” For who among them has 
stood in the council of  the LORD to perceive and to 
hear his word, or who has given heed to his word and 
listened? Behold, the storm of  the LORD! Wrath has 
gone forth, a whirling tempest; it will burst upon the 
head of  the wicked. The anger of  the LORD will not 
turn back until he has executed and accomplished the 
intents of  his mind. In the latter days you will 
understand it clearly. “I did not send the prophets, yet 
they ran; I did not speak to them, yet they prophesied. 
But if  they had stood in my council, then they would 
have proclaimed my words to my people, and they 
would have turned them from their evil way, and from 
the evil of  their doings. Am I a God at hand, says the 
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LORD, and not a God afar off? Can a man hide 
himself  in secret places so that I cannot see him? says 
the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the 
LORD. I have heard what the prophets have said who 
prophesy lies in my name, saying, ‘I have dreamed, I 
have dreamed!’ How long shall there be lies in the 
heart of  the prophets who prophesy lies, and who 
prophesy the deceit of  their own heart, who think to 
make my people forget my name by their dreams 
which they tell one another, even as their fathers 
forgot my name for Ba'al? Let the prophet who has a 
dream tell the dream, but let him who has my word 
speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common 
with wheat? says the LORD. Is not my word like fire, 
says the LORD, and like a hammer which breaks the 
rock in pieces? Therefore, behold, I am against the 
prophets, says the LORD, who steal my words from 
one another. Behold, I am against the prophets, says 
the LORD, who use their tongues and say, ‘Says the 
LORD.’ Behold, I am against those who prophesy lying 
dreams, says the LORD, and who tell them and lead my
people astray by their lies and their recklessness, when 
I did not send them or charge them; so they do not 
profit this people at all, says the LORD.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the

First Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians
Though I am free from all men, I have made myself  a 
slave to all, that I might win the more. To the Jews I 
became as a Jew, in order to win Jews; to those under 
the law I became as one under the law—though not 
being myself  under the law—that I might win those 
under the law. To those outside the law I became as 
one outside the law—not being without law toward 
God but under the law of  Christ—that I might win 
those outside the law. To the weak I became weak, that
I might win the weak. I have become all things to all 
men, that I might by all means save some. I do it all 
for the sake of  the gospel, that I may share in its 
blessings. Do you not know that in a race all the 
runners compete, but only one receives the prize? So 
run that you may obtain it. Every athlete exercises self-
control in all things. They do it to receive a perishable 
wreath, but we an imperishable. Well, I do not run 
aimlessly, I do not box as one beating the air; but I 
pommel my body and subdue it, lest after preaching to
others I myself  should be disqualified.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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