
YEAR 1, LENT 4, WEDNESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Jeremiah
The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 
“Arise, and go down to the potter’s house, and there I 
will let you hear my words.” So I went down to the 
potter’s house, and there he was working at his wheel. 
And the vessel he was making of  clay was spoiled in 
the potter’s hand, and he reworked it into another 
vessel, as it seemed good to the potter to do. Then the 
word of  the LORD came to me: “O house of  Israel, 
can I not do with you as this potter has done? says the 
LORD. Behold, like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are 
you in my hand, O house of  Israel. If  at any time I 
declare concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I will 
pluck up and break down and destroy it, and if  that 
nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns from its
evil, I will repent of  the evil that I intended to do to it.
And if  at any time I declare concerning a nation or a 
kingdom that I will build and plant it, and if  it does 
evil in my sight, not listening to my voice, then I will 
repent of  the good which I had intended to do to it. 
Now, therefore, say to the men of  Judah and the 
inhabitants of  Jerusalem: ‘Thus says the LORD, 
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Behold, I am shaping evil against you and devising a 
plan against you. Return, every one from his evil way, 
and amend your ways and your doings.’”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  Paul to the Romans
There is now no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus. For the law of  the Spirit of  life in Christ 
Jesus has set me free from the law of  sin and death. 
For God has done what the law, weakened by the 
flesh, could not do: sending his own Son in the 
likeness of  sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin 
in the flesh, in order that the just requirement of  the 
law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to
the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who 
live according to the flesh set their minds on the 
things of  the flesh, but those who live according to 
the Spirit set their minds on the things of  the Spirit. 
To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the 
mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For the mind that 
is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit 
to God’s law, indeed it cannot; and those who are in 
the flesh cannot please God. But you are not in the 
flesh, you are in the Spirit, if  in fact the Spirit of  God 
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dwells in you. Any one who does not have the Spirit 
of  Christ does not belong to him. But if  Christ is in 
you, although your bodies are dead because of  sin, 
your spirits are alive because of  righteousness. If  the 
Spirit of  him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in
you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give
life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit which
dwells in you.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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