
YEAR 1, LENT 3, THURSDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Jeremiah
Thus shall you say to them: “The gods who did not 
make the heavens and the earth shall perish from the 
earth and from under the heavens.” It is he who made 
the earth by his power, who established the world by 
his wisdom, and by his understanding stretched out 
the heavens. When he utters his voice there is a tumult
of  waters in the heavens, and he makes the mist rise 
from the ends of  the earth. He makes lightnings for 
the rain, and he brings forth the wind from his 
storehouses. Every man is stupid and without 
knowledge; every goldsmith is put to shame by his 
idols; for his images are false, and there is no breath in 
them. They are worthless, a work of  delusion; at the 
time of  their punishment they shall perish. Not like 
these is he who is the portion of  Jacob, for he is the 
one who formed all things, and Israel is the tribe of  
his inheritance; the LORD of  hosts is his name. Gather
up your bundle from the ground, O you who dwell 
under siege! For thus says the LORD: “Behold, I am 
slinging out the inhabitants of  the land at this time, 
and I will bring distress on them, that they may feel it.”
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Woe is me because of  my hurt! My wound is grievous. 
But I said, “Truly this is an affliction, and I must bear 
it.” My tent is destroyed, and all my cords are broken; 
my children have gone from me, and they are not; 
there is no one to spread my tent again, and to set up 
my curtains. For the shepherds are stupid, and do not 
inquire of  the LORD; therefore they have not 
prospered, and all their flock is scattered. Hark, a 
rumor! Behold, it comes!—a great commotion out of  
the north country to make the cities of  Judah a 
desolation, a lair of  jackals. I know, O LORD, that the 
way of  man is not in himself, that it is not in man who
walks to direct his steps. Correct me, O LORD, but in 
just measure; not in thy anger, lest thou bring me to 
nothing.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  Paul to the Romans
As sin came into the world through one man and 
death through sin, and so death spread to all men 
because all men sinned—sin indeed was in the world 
before the law was given, but sin is not counted where 
there is no law. Yet death reigned from Adam to 
Moses, even over those whose sins were not like the 
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transgression of  Adam, who was a type of  the one 
who was to come. But the free gift is not like the 
trespass. For if  many died through one man’s trespass, 
much more have the grace of  God and the free gift in 
the grace of  that one man Jesus Christ abounded for 
many. And the free gift is not like the effect of  that 
one man’s sin. For the judgment following one 
trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift 
following many trespasses brings justification. If, 
because of  one man’s trespass, death reigned through 
that one man, much more will those who receive the 
abundance of  grace and the free gift of  righteousness 
reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ. Then as
one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all men, so
one man’s act of  righteousness leads to acquittal and 
life for all men. For as by one man’s disobedience 
many were made sinners, so by one man’s obedience 
many will be made righteous. Law came in, to increase 
the trespass; but where sin increased, grace abounded 
all the more, so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also 
might reign through righteousness to eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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